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   Communities share many

things and can be knit very

closely. A small community such

as ours is just like this. This little

town on the river is full of so

many people that love to help

others and are so giving. You

may not be aware of it, but there

are many charities that go on all

around us here in New Rich-

mond.

   NRHS has always been in-

volved in many charities and

fundraising events to help oth-

ers. There are always so many

causes that influence the school

district greatly.

   One charity that goes on year

round in our community is the

New Richmond Food Pantry.

Every year, the food pantry col-

lects canned goods and other

donations around Christmas

time. This year, as in the past,

there are high hopes for the turn-

out of the food drive. All of the

schools in our district participate

in this drive with students bring-

ing in any donations.

   Teacher and Student Council

advisor, Jim Robinson, said,

“The really nice thing about the

food drive we do is that all of the

food and money donated stays

in our community. We are help-

ing the people of our own town.

100% of it goes out to them.”

   NRHS Student Council helps

greatly for this event, collecting

and sorting the food here. Each

week throughout the drive, they

collect food and donations from

the different classrooms and sort

them for the Food Pantry. They

also offer prizes each week for

the winning class which makes

the drive more fun for the high

school students and teachers.

This incentive, as well as help-

ing out the community, brings in

a lot of donations for the drive.

   New Richmond Middle School

secretary, Mindy Graser, is a big

part of the Food Pantry. “Our

annual Christmas distribution is

usually done the weekend before

Christmas.  Clients may put their

own name on the list of those

receiving help and we also get

names from schools and

churches.  A large food basket

that includes; milk, chickens,

bread, fresh fruits & vegetables,

and canned goods is prepared

for each family, along with toys

for the children. Each school in

the New Richmond Exempted

Village School District conducts

a food drive for us and that is

what is used exclusively in the

Christmas boxes.”

    In 2011, 200 families were

served during Christmas by the

Food Pantry. These families in-

cluded over 300 children. No one

is ever turned away by the Food

Pantry and they do not screen

the income of clients. If a family

asks, the Food Pantry will give.

On average, they serve 75 fami-

lies each month with an average

of 100 children in the home.

   “The Food Pantry/Village

Santa is an ecumenical group of

volunteers that was formed in

1981 and is dedicated to provid-

ing assistance with food to resi-

dents of the New Richmond

School District. When a group

of 3-4 people saw the need, it has

been in continuous operation

ever since,” said Graser.

   As Robinson also said, the

Food Pantry is a nonprofit orga-

nization. Graser said, “We are

funded only on donations, we

receive no government money.

We do have access to purchase

food from the Free Store/Food

Bank warehouse at a very dis-

counted rate.  This is our main

source of obtaining food that is

not donated.  There are no ad-

ministrative costs at all with the

Food Pantry, everyone is a vol-

unteer.”

   “I do believe the Food Pantry

is successful in that it meets the

basic need of food for those less

fortunate. Personally, I have seen

many success stories over the

years. We have helped those

who were having a hard time put

the money they would have

used for food to pay the electric

bill, etc. We have had individu-

als we have helped in the past

come to us and give us a dona-

tion after they got back on their

feet. There are lots of different

stories like that. Anytime you can

help another with something as

basic as food, it is successful!”

said Graser.

   English teacher, Susan Griffin,

is also very involved in the com-

munity.

   “I am the founder of Lions

Reach Out, which is a small char-

ity that helps needy NRHS stu-

dents and their families with

school-sponsored things like

Prom and Homecoming, as well

as providing some Christmas

presents and emergency needs.

I also organize a lot of fundraisers

to help the school and commu-

nity,” said Griffin.

   Just like the Food Pantry, all of

the donations made for Lions

Reach Out go directly to the

cause. In this case, it is just for

NRHS students.

   “Lions Reach Out is specifi-

cally for students at NRHS.  Ev-

ery penny that is donated goes

directly to students here,” said

Griffin.

   Lions Reach Out is always

looking for donations, and de-

pending on the time of year, dif-

ferent things are asked for. In the

fall and spring, it is best to do-

nate dresses and things for

Homecoming and Prom. Other

items can be donated at any time.

Donations can be made at River

Hills Bank to the Lions Reach

Out account set up already.”

   “Money is always appreciated,

of course!  We are an official

501c3 charity, so contributions

are tax deductible.  We are not

picky about the amount of any

donation--it's all appreciated! I

can also always use donations

of new make up, hair care items

and bath and body gift sets.  And

donations of new NR spirit wear

are always welcome,” said Grif-

fin.

   Although it is a small charity

for a small school, Lions Reach

Out does a lot to help out the

students in need.

   Griffin said, “ I would like to

think that we are successful.  Li-

ons Reach Out is a small charity,

so we don't have a ton of money;

we try to do the best we can with

what we have and help as many

kids as possible.”

   The successful charities and

organizations going on here in

New Richmond truly help to

bring the community together.

There are so many caring people

that are willing to help give so

much to the people around them.

New Richmond extends a helping hand
School gets involved in local charities
By: Josie Buckingham
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   It’s all over.

The months of

ads, the slan-

der in the com-

mercials, the

annoying yard

signs, the

crowded rallies, all finally put to

an end with the vote on Novem-

ber 6th. With the vote, every-

thing was decided and in case

you missed anything, here are

the results and what they mean

for you:

   Presidential Race:

   Mitt Romney and Barack

Obama fought back and forth,

slinging insults and champion-

ing behind rhetoric. It was one

of the closest races in history,

but in the end America chose

Obama. Winning by 97 electoral

votes and 2.4% of the popular

vote. Many site this victory be-

cause of Obama’s ability to gain

swing states this election, col-

lecting eight of the nine.

   For his next four years, Obama

has made many statements re-

garding what his plans are. They

include plans for the economy,

the climate, education, and the

deficit.

   “President Obama has a long-

term economic plan to invest in

education, small businesses,

clean energy, infrastructure, and

tax cuts for companies that bring

jobs back to the U.S.” Accord-

ing to http://

w w w. b a r a c k o b a m a . c o m /

plans?source=primary-nav-plan.

   As for the climate, he plans to

create an“‘All of the above’ strat-

egy to develop every available

source of American made en-

ergy—including oil, gas, clean

coal, wind, solar, biofuels,

nuclear - and taking steps to pro-

tect our climate.”

    For education, Obama plans to,

“Set a goal to cut tuition growth

in half over the next decade with

a plan to double campus based

student aid and incentives for

schools that are successful at

keeping tuition growth down.”

   The president also has a plan

to reduce the deficit,“President

Obama has put forward a spe-

cific, balanced plan of spending

cuts and revenue increases that

reduce the deficit by more than

$4 trillion over the next decade,

including $1 trillion in spending

cuts he signed into law last sum-

mer as part of a deal with con-

gressional Republicans.”

   Senate Race:

   A little lesser known of a race

but still a highly contested and

heated battle was that of incum-

bent senator Sherrod Brown

against state treasurer Josh

Mandel. However, Ohio resi-

dents decided to have demo-

cratic incumbent Brown repre-

sent them at the national level.

Browns platform addresses

many of the issues president

Obama’s deals with, “Promoting

the expansion of Ohio busi-

nesses by strengthening small

business lending programs and

boosting U.S. exports,” speaking

on the economic status of the

state. With regards to energy,

Brown states, “From our grow-

ing clean energy industry and

redevelopment of former nuclear

sites, to our renowned universi-

ties and cutting-edge manufac-

turers, I will continue to help

Ohio lead the way to our nation’s

economic prosperity and en-

ergy-independent future.” Last,

Brown states his idea on foreign

policy and trade, “Our nation’s

foreign policy should be focused

on advancing peace and pros-

perity here at home and abroad.

From advancing nuclear nonpro-

liferation to eliminating the con-

ditions that breed terrorism, to

combating global public health

challenges I will continue to ad-

vocate for policies that promote

human rights and democratic

policies that are the cornerstone

of U.S. foreign policy.” (http://

www.brown.senate.gov/).

   Nationwide:

   Nationally speaking, there

were many changes made within

the government by these elec-

tions. Most prominently is the

change in the senate. After this

election, the Senate went from

47 Republican seats and 51

Democratic seats to 45 Republi-

can seats and 53 democratic

seats. This extends the demo-

crats majority by two seats. The

house went from 242 Republican

seats and 195 Democratic seats

to 234 Republican seats to 195

Democratic seats. This means

Republicans, while losing a few

seats, still retain control of the

house. Along with a subtle shift

in power, there were many

groundbreaking results in this

election cycle. In

Wisconsin, the

first openly ho-

mosexual con-

gressman was

elected with

Tammy Baldwin

was elected to the Senate. Also,

the first Buddhist and Hindu

congressmen were elected when

Mazie Hirono and Tulsi Gabbard,

both of Hawaii were elected to

the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives. Hirono also is the

Asian-American female and

Japanese-born senator. Along

with this Colorado was the first

state to legalize recreational mari-

juana in small quantities to those

over the age of 21. The states of

Maine, Minnesota, and Mary-

land were the first to legalize gay

marriage through a ballot mea-

sure instead of through legisla-

tion. (http://

www.guardian.co.uk/world/us-

news-blog/2012/nov/09/elec-

tion-firsts-women-gay-marriage-

marijuana)

   The past election brought in

some new faces to the world of

government as well as solidified

another term to some familiar

ones. But no matter how things

have changed after November

6th, hopefully things will shape

up to be something besides

“politics as usual.”

Nick Carmosino
513-482-0467

nwcarmosino@aol.com
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Licensed, Bonded and Insured Emergency Services Available

The votes are in and counted
November 6th,2012 election recap
By: Luke Gilday
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    Most of us look forward to

the weekend, right? Psyched to
see the new release of your fa-
vorite movie or TV show? Or to
just hang out with your friends?
Well what's changing your
plans? Weekend homework
that’s what.
   Most students surveyed said
that they do not like weekend
homework at all and do not find
it necessary.
   “I hate homework over the
weekend because it is the week-
end, not the weekday, so in that
case, I feel that we should not
get school work over the week-
end because I do not benefit
from having it,” said freshman
Adam Nassar.
   “I do not like weekend home-
work whatsoever. It upsets me
because it is the weekend and I
see no point in giving it out. I do
not benefit from weekend home-
work at all. I would much rather
have the teacher give it to us Fri-
day or just save the work for
Monday because we do go to
school five days a week,” said
freshman Jade Kunz.
   “I usually have a little bit of
homework on the weekend, but I
cannot stand it! I do not find
weekend homework enjoyable
one bit. I feel we should not have
any homework unless it is study-
ing because if you are a  athlete,
you have too much at night to
get done,” said freshman
Michael Williamson.
   Sophomore, Mark Jones also
agreed that he does not feel he
benefits from weekend home-
work. “ I usually do not receive
weekend homework because I try
getting it all done at school, but
when I do, I hate it because it
takes up time and I do not ben-
efit a minute from it,” said Jones.
   Other students surveyed be-
lieve that  weekend homework is
unfair because  it takes away
from their free time. “I hate week-
end homework because it should
to be done at school. Although I

see weekend homework as an
opportunity for more practice
and help to better understand a
subject, I see weekends more as
students’ free time to get away
from school work,” said fresh-
man Riley Bingham.
   “I am not a fan of weekend
homework because I feel that
when we are away from school,
we should not have to work on
more material related to it. I do
not like weekend homework be-
cause I don’t have very much
free time to do what I want when
I have to work. I personally feel I
do not benefit from weekend
homework because I usually for-
get how to do an equation or an
answer by the time the weekend
comes,” said freshman Kayla
Olenick.
   “I very strongly hate weekend
homework. I feel this way be-
cause I believe the weekend is
time to have fun and not be sit-
ting in the house doing school
work. I think that because stu-
dents spend 6-7 hours in school
during weekdays doing school
work, it’s not too much to ask for
forty-eight hours of no school
work on our weekends,” said
freshman Jesse Noble. “I think
that every once in awhile week-
end homework would not be a
bad idea, but definitely not con-
sistently every weekend. I do not
feel as a student that I benefit
from weekend homework. I am a
teenager and I feel that I should
be hanging out with friends and
seeing family, as opposed to
spending more time doing
homework,”he continued.
   Freshman, Shelby Koehler, be-
lieves that weekend homework
is added stress and would rather
be doing other plans. “I feel
sometimes that weekend home-
work is pointless because for
one, I hate it, and it takes away
time that I can be spending with
my family or friends,” said
Koehler.
  Sophomore, Patrick

Richardson, said he also feels
that weekend homework is un-
fair because of how time consum-
ing it can be and feels that stu-
dents should have the weekend
as their getaway from school
work. “I hate weekend home-
work! I feel it is not necessary
simply because we go to school
five days a week,” said
Richardson.
    Having time to unwind and
break free from school work is
always kind of nice. Weekends
are what every teenager looks
forward too, but sophomore, Jer-
emy Rowan feels that weekend
homework is keeping him from
having a fun, relaxing weekend
chilling with his friends. “I hate
weekend homework because I
really do not feel that I benefit
from it and it prevents me from
doing what I want to do and
hanging out,”said Rowan.
   Freshman Jacob Humphries
also finds it challenging to fo-
cus on weekend homework with
all the distractions. “I do not feel
it is helpful giving out weekend
homework because it is so hard
to focus on school work in gen-
eral when it comes time for the
weekend because I am more fo-
cused on other plans with my
friends,” he said.
   According to the website
(http://www.kssk.com) Clayton
High School has started a no
homework weekend in the
school as part of a Grassroots
Movement.

    "We value what they do in
classes, but sometimes it is okay
for students to take a moment
for themselves, to take a step
back, and take care of them-
selves," said principal of Clayton
High School, Leslie Losos. (http:/
/www.ksdk.com/news/article/
304295/3/No-homework--No-
problem)
    Perhaps surprisingly,  not all
teachers are in favor of weekend
homework either. Teachers sur-
veyed said that they typically do
not like to give out homework
because they find it is a chal-
lenge for students to get their
work done with all the distrac-
tions.
    “I typically do not give home-
work over the weekend, because
I find that students are barely
remembering to do homework the
next day let alone sitting on it for
two.  If there is any assignment
it is typically a test or quiz be-
cause we are at the end of a chap-
ter or review and I cannot post-
pone it,” said Spanish teacher
Sharon Nehls.
   “I usually do not assign week-
end homework unless it is to
study for a test, but the home-
work I do assign occasionally is
always important,” said English
teacher, Shelby Pride.
   “Sometimes I give out week-
end homework to my students. I
try to allow enough time in class
on Friday to practice the lesson
I taught. If, however, they do not
finish before leaving, they would

Weekend homework vs. weekend plans
Weekends are busy enough, why add more?
By Ashley Gray
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have to finish the assignment
outside of class. Often times
though, students will be “so
done” with school on Friday that
they do not even want to start
the practice problems on Friday
and would rather take it home
than to begin working on them
in class,” said math teacher, Pat
Verwold.
“ I typically try to avoid assign-
ing homework on the weekend.
The only way a student would
likely have weekend homework
would be if they were behind on
assignments and needed to get
caught up. Times I give out
weekend homework is when I feel

that it will be beneficial to the stu-
dents and give students the
chance to practice important
skills and increase their learning,”
added English teacher Michelle
Senter.
   On the other hand, some teach-
ers do give out weekend home-
work because they see it as ben-
eficial to the students.
   “I give two kinds of homework
over the weekend. The first home-
work I give is a reading log. The
students have to read for an hour
and answer two prompts, and
they have from Friday I give it
out to the following Friday to
complete it. I want them to have

access to the log over the week-
end in case this is the only time
in which they are free to read.
The other homework I assign to
kids is work that they did not
finish in class during the week.
Some students need the extra
time at home (away from time lim-
its and structure) to be able to
complete an assignment. Other
students that decide not to work
diligently in class need to make
their own time to finish the work
they have left,” said middle
school language arts teacher,
Kelsey Jones.
   “I do give weekend homework,
but not  every weekend. I be-

l i e v e
t h e
home-
work I
g i v e
out on
w e e k -
ends is
v e r y
benefi-
cial for
my stu-
d e n t s .
Usually
w e e k -
e n d
home-
work is
finish-
ing up
f r o m
Friday,
s o m e -
thing to
help my
s t u -
d e n t s
remem-
b e r
w h a t
w e
w e r e
d o i n g
the pre-
v i o u s
week or
w o r k -
ing on
projects
or lab
r e -
ports,”
s a i d
science

teacher, Laura Prescott.
      Author Alfie Kohn, whose
book it titled The Homework

Myth, was quoted on
www.scholastic.com, in an article
titled Down With Homework.

Kohn believes that homework
does not benefit students the
way many educators believe it
does.
   “Widespread assumptions
about the benefits of home-
work—higher achievement and
the promotion of such virtues as
self-discipline and responsibil-
ity—are not substantiated by the
available evidence. Homework
simultaneously overwhelms
struggling kids and removes joy
for high achieves," said Kohn.
(http://www.scholastic.com/
teachers/article/down-home-
work)
   Kohn further believes that play
time matters. "On top of causing
stress, more homework means
kids have less time for other ac-
tivities. There’s less opportunity
for the kind of learning that
doesn’t involve traditional skills.
There’s less chance to read for
pleasure, make friends, play
games, get some exercise, get
some rest, or just be a child,” he
said.
   As a whole the student and
teacher body at New Richmond
High School are not in favor of
weekend homework. Students
feel weekend homework should
be either given on Friday or
saved until Monday morning be-
cause we already attend school
for 6-7 hours for five days a
week. Although teachers see as-
signing homework as beneficial,
they typically try to avoid giv-
ing weekend homework. Major-
ity of the student body felt home-
work is time consuming and takes
them away from their free time
on the weekends. “I absolutely
hate homework on the weekends
mostly because most people for-
get to do it. I really don’t feel
that people benefit from week-
end homework because it is the
weekend and no one really wants
to think about homework so it is
pointless to give out,” said
freshman Zack Grissom.
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   It’s that time of year again! The

New Richmond High School

drama club is kicking into gear

once again to put on a musical

production. This year’s choice?

We’re going with a production

of Honk!

   Now most of you are probably

thinking, “huh?”. That’s per-

fectly understandable, as I had

never heard of this show myself.

Honk is the story of the ugly

duckling. Ugly is born on a farm

with his four sisters, and imme-

diately he is made aware that he

is anything but normal. The folks

on the farm all mock him and say

there is no way he can a duck,

he’s simply way too ugly. The

only animal on Ugly’s side is his

loving mother, Ida, who tells ev-

eryone to be nice. Despite Ida’s

attempts however, Ugly manages

to be tricked away from the farm

by  the evil cat. Once Ugly is lost

he goes on a journey of self dis-

covery, meeting friendly crea-

tures along the way as he tries

to make it back to his mother.

 The story is family friendly,

though not super popular as

some of our past shows such as

Beauty and the Beast or  Willy

Wonka. The recent varied choice

of musicals we’ve had is due to

the fact that we will soon lose

our director, Doug Heflin. He will

be retiring in 2015 and so he in-

tends on doing shows we’ve

never done before to keep the

program lively. Despite the un-

familiarity of the show, it seems

like it will be a hit. “Being theatre

people, we only have one job,”

Heflin said, “We’re here

to tell the story, and I

feel like Honk! has an

important lesson to

tell to the kids of our

day and age. The

story shows you can

always overcome adver-

sity and hatred, no matter

what.”

   Principal Mark Bailey has ap-

proved performing for the el-

ementary schools on November

15th. Every year the children en-

joy the show and the high school

cast enjoys performing it for

them.

   This year the drama club has

also adopted the new tradition of

an Honors Musical. This show

will take place at the end of the

year as a spring musical. The

catch? This show is only for up-

perclassman who have proven

their dedication by performing in

the years previous show. Also,

no one may have a main lead in

both shows of the year. Due to

the new program, some new ac-

tors are bursting onto the scene

as leads.

  Sophomore Daniel Wilson is

starring as Ugly. Wilson was in

White Christmas last year as well,

and he got to play the youngest

Who, Jojo, in Seussical. This year,

Daniel is taking the spotlight with

his lead part and he’ll be singing

and acting in the limelight. Wil-

son had a few things to say

about the show. “It’s a really fun

show, I feel like everyone will

enjoy it. There’s a bit of some-

thing for everyone, and the moral

of the story is my personal fa-

vorite bit. It’s a story that teaches

that you shouldn’t judge, and ev-

eryone has feelings. Being the

lead is stressful, but I’m very ex-

cited for it,” he said.

   Also breaking onto the scene

is sophomore Tyler Davis, as the

antagonist. Davis is playing the

Cat, who spends his

time trying to eat Ugly. “I’m feel-

ing Honk! is just great. There

are fun songs and everyone in

the cast can have fun no matter

what role they play,” Davis said.

Since this is his first center stage

debut Davis said, “I feel that be-

ing a lead is a lot of work, but

fun and rewarding.” Davis re-

minds all the actors out there

that there are no small parts, just

small actors!

   With less than two weeks to

showtime, the cast is kicking it

into gear. Second director, Errol

Selsby, had a bit to say. “I like

Honk! it’s a fun show,” he said,

“It’s quite challenging; the set,

acting, music, and even direct-

ing is a feat. It’ll be fun though;

it’s a nice show and we’ve got a

great group of kids here. With

the deadline coming I’m start-

ing to feel a bit of urgency, but

I’m positive we’ll all be ready.”

Even our ISI supervisor is

pepped for the show. “I was in

Barnum in 1987,” said James

Evanshine “And I’ll be sure to

try and make it this year.”

   The show will premiere for the

public on Nov. 16th and there

will be a second show the 17th.

Everyone is welcome and tick-

ets will be sold at the door. The

show is anticipated to be an-

other great success after our

sell-out of Godspell. So come

one, come all, show your sup-

port for the New Richmond

Drama club!

NRHS prepares for fall musical
Honk is stage production of familiar fairy tale
By: Chesley Fawley
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Susanna’s
Guest House

314 Susanna Way
New Richmond, Ohio

45157

susannasguesthouse.com

Barbara, Stuart and Carl Hartman
637 Ohio Pike, Cincinnati, Ohio  45245

513.752.6666 Cell:  513.708.0837
Email:  shartman@sportszoneusa.com

Spirit Wear, Screen Printing, Caps, Sports
Apparel, Embroidery, Signs, Banners, Promo-

tional Items, Digitized Logos, Trophies and
Awards, Team  Uniforms

    If you are looking to be a mem-

ber of a club here at NRHS, and

if you have a passion for art and

creating new things, then Art

Club is a way to go.

   NRHS art teacher, Amy

Hauserman, is the leader of the

club. Hauserman created the

club last year, “I felt that there

was a greater need at the high

school to allow all students the

opportunity to experience art,

because of the reduction in staff,

we lost several art classes” said

Hauserman. The art club pro-

vides an opportunity for stu-

dents at NRHS to experience art

if they can't take an art class dur-

ing the school day.

   The art club has many activi-

ties that they are planning for

this year, but are currently par-

ticipating in Art Club T-shirt de-

sign. “Last year, we started a wall

mural on the 3rd floor near the

elevator. We have a few finish-

ing touches to complete, and

then it will be dedicated.” said

Hauserman. The art club is go-

ing to be tackling some smaller

scale activities, one of them be-

ing the Youth Art Month in

March and creating fun art to

hang in the cafeteria lunch line

area. “Members are also willing

to help raise awareness of the

importance of art in the commu-

nity.” said Hauserman. In April

of last year the art club students

helped set-up the Kaleidoscope

of the Arts District Show and

also helped clean up.

   “Any high school student who

has an interest in visual art and a

desire to create can participate”

said Hauserman. Hauserman

thinks that students will gain, “a

sense of belonging, leadership,

responsibility, friendships, and

art memories that will last a life-

time.”

   Senior, Kylie Phillips, said that

"Art Club is so chill and it gives

you something to be a part of

other than sports." The most ex-

citing memory from Art Club for

Phillips was, "Setting up the art

show last year. We got out of

classes and it was really cool to

see all the different pieces of art;

there were some really cool

ones!"

   "I like everyone who is in Art

Club! They always make me

laugh! But I am also looking for-

ward to all the projects, Mrs.

Hauserman and Rachel (the

president of the club) has

planned for us!" said sopho-

more, Micha Brumbaugh.

By: Rachel Curless

NRHS students enjoy Art Club
Students appreciate creative opportunity
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New Richmond Lions Marching Band proudly presents...
First Annual Winter Craft and Activity Fair

Saturday, December 8, 2012; 9a.m.-5p.m.
New Richmond High School,

1131 Bethel New Richmond Road, New Richmond, OH  45157
No admission charge!  Food or cash donations gratefully accepted

for the New Richmond Food Pantry

Featuring...
Over 100 arts and crafts vendors on every floor of the high school
Open Swim--$5 per hour--high school pool
Zumba--$5 per hour--multi-purpose room
Raffle--featuring handmade crafts and holiday goodies--cafeteria
Used Book Sale--every book $1; second floor hallway
Food concession/bake sale--cafeteria
Food drive for the New Richmond Food Pantry

For more information, to donate items, please contact:
Sue Griffin, NRHS; 513-553-3191x10204 or 513-535-5407;

griffin_s@nrschools.org
If  you’d like to register as a vendor, please contact:
Joyce Montgomery, NRHS; 513-553-3191x10207 or;

montgomery_j@nrschools.org

All proceeds will benefit the marching band’s fund for new uniforms.

.
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   What is the real difference be-

tween public and a parochial

school? Is it the uniform? The

education provided? Or is it the

atmosphere? There definitely is

a major difference in that public

schooling is more lenient about

dress code as opposed to paro-

chial school students being re-

quired to wear a uniform. The

more lenient dress code can be

seen as an advantage as well as

disadvantage. Having a dress

code eliminates snide comments

made about the clothing stu-

dents choose to wear to school.

   I have attended a parochial

school and a public school. From

personal experience, I believe the

education the teachers provide

is the exact same. The state has

its regulations and guidelines

each school is required to abide

by, but educationally, most pa-

rochial school kids seem to be

above average. Although some

students do exceptionally well

academically in public schools,

the mentality in the students’

school studies and work ethic

just seems to not be there for a

few.

   Students in a Catholic school

seem to get more individual at-

tention and more one on one

time with their teachers because

there are not quite as many stu-

dents.  Parents pay for parochial

schools and often their expecta-

tions for their children seem to

be higher than in public educa-

tion, which is free.

   Catholic schools across the

United States definitely provide

students with a very good moral

base. The atmosphere in paro-

chial and public schooling is like

night and day in my experience.

   Public school students are ex-

posed to a more diverse commu-

nity. The students come from

many different backgrounds, as

opposed to parochial schools,

where most of the parents are

familiar with each other and have

a vital role in their child’s life and

education. Depending on the

size of the school, public schools

tend to have more crowded hall-

ways just because of the simple

fact they tend to have more stu-

dents.

   In a parochial school, I believe

the students  have more optimis-

tic and positive attitudes to-

wards each other inside and out-

side of the classroom,  maybe be-

cause they are exposed to the

teachings of Christ.  Parochial

students are taught Christian liv-

ings and values on a daily basis

as part of their school’s curricu-

lum.  In parochial school ,kids

are taught to treat other people

Parochial vs. public schooling
What is the real difference?

with respect, and that teaching

is stressed using Christian mor-

als and values students should

live by.

   In  public schools,  there are

students who model respectful

behavior, but public school

teachers don’t directly  teach

proper behavior as much as

present it to the students as  role

models. In many cases, this

doesn’t always translate into

good student behavior.

   Public school students are of-

ten not receiving the attention

inside and outside of the class-

room that the majority of the pa-

rochial students receive. Public

school students tend to have a

bit more peer pressure, I think.

Without the teachers directly

teaching  good morals and val-

ues, students have the challenge

of saying no to these pressures

on their own, without being

taught morally right from wrong.

   Each school definitely has its

pros and cons. In some cases,

private schools seem to be the

better choice over public school-

ing. Public schools are not bad,

don’t get me wrong, but if I were

a parent, I would choose to send

my child to a parochial school. I

believe the education provided

is the same, but how students

apply themselves is different. I

would choose a parochial school

because of the friendly environ-

ment and teachings of God that

are encouraged.

   I believe that the direct teach-

ing of these Christian values, as

an important part of the curricu-

lum of the school, instills them

in students and in turn, makes

students more respectful and

more compassionate; in the long

run, this education makes them

better people.

Gray Goose

By Ashley Gray

   Which is worse, the heat or the

cold? Many people complain

when it is hot. Then those same

people complain when it gets

cold. So which is it? Do you

loathe the cold and bask in the

heat of the summer? Or do you

prefer the cool days of the win-

ter where the soft snow blankets

the landscape to the burning

summer?

   Winter is coming soon and it is

getting colder. We begin to moan

and whine when we think about

the snow and the ice. By fall, we

are all wishing for warm spring

like weather, by the winter sol-

stice, we are all excited about the

prospect of the warm summer

which is coming. We enjoy hot

chocolate and chocolate chip

cookies. We reminisce about the

warm days spent at the beach

and plan for days spent with

friends and family at East Fork

lake.

   Then spring arrives and we are

all excited at first. School is grind-

ing to a halt and we no longer

need our coats and we start wear-

ing shorts and tee shirts. Then

school is over and has been for

a month. We are at home with

four fans pointing at our faces, a

gallon of ice cream on the table,

a large pitcher of lemonade next

to it. It is so hot we moan, wish-

ing it were cooler and we remem-

ber the fall when there was apple

cider and we had to wear jack-

ets. Then we think of the winter

and the cookies and the eggnog

and the delicious food. We

spend all our time inside because

it is too hot to do anything at all

even go swimming.

   This is the endless vicious

cycle of our lives. We moan and

we cry about the cold of the win-

ter and then whine and  complain

about the heat of the summer. I

say pick one either enjoy the

heat or curse it. Just accept the

fact it is going to be hot and then

it will be cold. Don’t complain

about it, just accept it. There is

no point in the groaning, whin-

ing, and complaining and there

will be no change in the weather

because of that.  Just accept it.

Weather complaints a
waste of time and effort
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   Do you ever have one of

those days where no matter how

hard you try you're going to be

late? When I am

late, I stress out

to no end, and

then being late

turns into some-

times not even

showing up.

  The more and

more you com-

plain and make

yourself feel

bad about be-

ing late in the

first place, the

more time

you're wasting and eventually

you’ll begin to wonder if it’s even

worth it any  more.

   Adding more stress to your

load makes things so much harder

to do. I know how bad it stinks

to be late but it if you do every-

thing normally and relax, you

won't be that bad off. Trying

your hardest to

get out of bed

and to school on

time is probably

the most diffi-

cult task for the

average teen-

ager.

  The start of my

day is always

the worst! I

could be sleep-

ing through

classes all day

and right when

my head hits the pillow it is like

my body doesn’t remember what

sleep is. It can be very stressful

because not being able to go to

bed at a reasonable hour some-

times indicates why you're late.

  Even though, at that given mo-

ment, when you realize your day

is going to start off badly, try

your hardest to turn it around

and be positive about the situa-

tions you are put in from that

point on. It will be difficult, but

the only way to get out of that

mood is by making yourself not

think about it.

  Being positive in any situation

will always make decision mak-

ing easier. Just like if you were

taking a test. When taking a test

you clearly didn’t study for, and

clearly had no interest in to be-

gin with, sitting there and look-

ing at the white walls, and your

boring teacher giggling at an old

email isn’t going to give the you

the answers.  Being able to com-

pletely take the test on your own

is your challenge.

  Taking that challenge and fac-

ing it with a positive outlook will

only help in this situation. Being

able to overcome your own ob-

stacles makes you a bigger per-

son, and helps you overcome

future situations. In the mists of

growing up, problems solving is

one of the most important les-

sons to learn throughout life.

  Being able to realize there is a

problem, meeting it head on, and

not letting all the little details in

between bring you down will

make your character so much

stronger.

Gray Chatter

By: Christin Gray

Does being late stress you out?
Chill out, calm down, relax

   Have you ever seen a gamer

portrayed in a movie? Often

times they’re obese, violent, a

little nerdy, or combinations of

the three. This is extremely un-

fair, because not all gamers fall

into one of those categories.

Gamers are viewed as a stereo-

type trap, with many different

unfair things said about them.

This is just a part of the life of a

gamer.

   One major stereotype is that

we’re all obese, out of shape los-

ers. It may be tempting to imag-

ine a gamer’s room is full of

empty bags of chips, pizza boxes

and pop cans. We don’t just eat

until we’re sick. This is abso-

lutely not true. So, when we play

games we sit around for a while.

That doesn’t mean we don’t do

anything physical at all. So we

don’t all follow a strict exercise

regimen, or play a team sport. We

still like to play sports with our

friends. And yes, we do have

friends to play sports with.

   Another unfair stereotype laid

down on us

gamers is that

we’re ob-

scenely vio-

lent. People

think that vio-

lent video

games will

make gamers more violent. Truth

is, crime rates have dropped in

the last 30 years, and that de-

crease started just when video

games were making their way into

people’s houses. Kotaku

(www.kotaku.com), a popular

gaming blog, says that violent

video games, such as Bungie’s

Halo series and Activision’s up-

coming game Call of Duty: Black

Ops II, actually help to lower ag-

gression in children and teens

that play them. Ask most of the

people at this school why they

play games like Halo or Grand

Theft Auto and

you’ll get

many an-

swers, but one

that will occur

a lot is that it

actually helps

them calm

down after a long, stressful day.

   Finally, the last, possibly big-

gest, stereotype about us

gamers is that we’re all dorky little

nerds. This definitely isn’t true.

   It seems like only the people

that aren’t popular are pinned as

gamers, whereas most guys and

some girls here at NRHS play

video games every single night

when they get home, even skip-

T-roy’s

Tea Time

By Troy Saunders

Gamer stereotypes usually unfair
We’re not all obese, psychotic geeks

Being able to
overcome your
own obstacles
makes you a

bigger person,
and helps you

overcome future
situations.

ping other activities to play

games. It’s extremely unfair that

these people aren’t called nerds

or gamers just because they’re

more popular, or they have bet-

ter clothes or other stupid things

like that.

   Overall, all these stereotypes

about gamers are almost always

untrue. Just because we play

games doesn’t mean we eat all

the time, or we’re little geeks, or

we’re all some crazy future psy-

chopathic murderers. All of these

are just lies created by pop cul-

ture. Hopefully, now everyone

will treat us gamers better. We’re

just like everyone else. We just

like to play video games.
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By Joe Maxwell

   Thinking of joining The Mes-

senger? Well if you do, don’t

expect to keep all your hair or

your sanity for that matter. It is

an amazing class, but the work is

insane. If you don’t want to work

your fingers to the bone typing

opinion stories, reviews, and

columns, then I advise you don’t

join. If you do decide on joining

The Messenger, don’t say I

didn’t warn you.

   If you are thinking about try-

ing this class, let me warn you

now before it is too late. I can

feel my bones about to push

through the tips of my fingers

from typing so much. As for the

reason, I am typing; every month

I have to write a column, a re-

view, and two different stories,

all of these due within three

weeks. On our very cluttered cal-

endar, which is made as neatly

as it could have possibly been

made, it is evident that we work

hard in this class.

   But before you give up on your

curiosity about this class, I want

to let you know that this class

has got to be one of my favorite

classes ever. I have the ability to

use my words to persuade my

readers to think the same way I

do. I also like this class more than

others, even though I am pushed

to get rough and final drafts of

papers almost every day, but I

am not pressured into doing

homework every single day. I

have class time to do my work

and due dates for certain pieces,

so I have different due dates, all

set ahead of time, instead of

other classes where I am sur-

prised with an assignment at the

end of class and need to have it

due tomorrow at the very begin-

ning of class.

   Another infamous reason this

class is an amazing one is be-

cause of our guilty pleasures of

eating Mrs. Griffin’s wonderful

baked goods every once in

awhile. These consist of a vari-

ety of Griffin’s cupcakes,

cheesecakes, and  brownies.

This is just a mere reward for all

of our hard work for The Mes-

senger, because as great as these

treats sound, we had to work our

tails off to get them.

  If you were to join us in class

one day, you would soon realize

that through the chaos comes a

great sense of joy. This is made

clear by our sore fingers and

smiling faces every single day,

that even though we are work-

ing bell to bell each class period

rushing to turn assignments in,

all of us crazy kids of The Mes-

senger sure do enjoy our won-

derful deathtrap of a class.

   When I was younger, I never

truly realized how important my

family was to me. My many sib-

lings and I would constantly

fight and bicker, which some-

times happens in families with a

bunch of young kids. I remem-

ber people always telling me how

much we would all regret fight-

ing like we did because some

day, your siblings will be the only

people who are always there for

you in life.

   After growing up a bit, I can

now see

what all of

t h o s e

p e o p l e

were talk-

ing about.

It’s safe to

say that my siblings have defi-

nitely helped me get through so

much already, and I’d like to think

I’ve helped them with the same.

They know exactly how I feel

about things that happen within

our family. It’s easy to talk to

them when I don’t have the right

friends around.

   It’s always fun to look back on

different events from my past

because my brothers and sisters

were always there. We were al-

ways doing funny, crazy things,

and always having fun. The same

is still true today, although we

are a little more mature. We will

still have the occasional fights,

usually petty fights over clothes

or chores, but those quickly blow

over.

   Every family is different, and

each shares different things. In-

side jokes, family traditions, fa-

vorite places, and more. It’s kind

of cool to think about how dif-

ferent your family might be from

all of the other

ones out there.

   For kids who

don’t have any

siblings, it’s a bit

hard to under-

stand. Those kids

don’t always have others around

to talk to or turn to. It’s hard for

them to imagine feelings that

they would have towards sib-

lings if they had any.

  It’s true what they say; your

friends will come and go, but

your family is there forever. Al-

though it took some time, I’ve

realized how important my fam-

ily is to me, and I know that will

never change.

Tough class proves to be rewarding
Hard work pays off for Messenger staff

Different families,
different lives ahead

TheTheTheTheThe
BuckBuckBuckBuckBuck

By: Josie BuckinghamBy: Josie BuckinghamBy: Josie BuckinghamBy: Josie BuckinghamBy: Josie Buckingham

Get your business noticed!
Advertise in The Messenger

Advertising rates are reasonably priced
and begin at $35 for a business card sized

ad.

The Messenger is published online for seven
monthy issues and is linked to both the high

school and district web sites.

Your ad will also appear in our special
Senior Issue, which will be printed and sold

at school in early
May.

Call or email Sue
Griffin, newspaper

adviser
513.553.3191x10204

But siblings will always be there for you
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   7th of 185, the top 4% of the

grade. No number through my

high school career has given me

more stress (except perhaps an

89% in pre-calculus). It’s my

class rank.

While most

s t u d e n t s

would say,

“Oh, big

whoop, I

don’t care,”

for those

students in the top 10% all fight-

ing for the same merit scholar-

ships and trying to get in to the

college of their choice, it be-

comes kind of a big deal.

   I will admit, this year’s senior

class has been comparatively

more obsessive over their class

rank over their four years here

than many previous grades.

However, there always seems to

be a mad dash at the end of the

year and college application time

for the seniors to figure out

where they ended up, if taking

that extra honors class paid off,

if so and so ended up with a B

for the quarter, if they should

have just exempted the exam.

Overall, class rank seems to just

add to more stress on top of the

stress seniors already feel.

   But we can look at another sys-

tem. A system with no class rank.

This is the reality for many pri-

vate schools and competitive

high school students across the

country. This prevents those

students who are just as aca-

demically bright, but not in the

top 10% of the class

from being ignored by

top-level colleges. This

system would relax the

stress felt by many se-

niors felt in their last

year in high school.

   Now, many colleges

don’t even make a class

rank mandatory on their

application. So why continue the

system of torture? (And yes,

that may sound a little extreme,

but when you walk into the of-

fice right after each semester and

see the throng

of advanced

s t u d e n t s

squirming by

the main desk,

eagerly await-

ing to see if their

new GPA has

moved them up any spots, you’ll

completely understand). Some of

those students come with eager

faces, knowing that the person

in the spot in front of them just

received an -A in a class they

just got an A in. Then there are

the looks of despair. Those stu-

dents who knew they bombed

that last test and will probably

tumble from the spot they so

tenuously had a grasp of in the

first place.

   Senior year is stressful as it is.

With colleges applications,

scholarship, and the usual

stresses of everyday life, we

don’t constantly need this little

number staring down at us, al-

ways reminding us of our incom-

petence when it comes to our

general high school courses over

the years. Instead, GPA should

suffice for the school, it would

make things much less competi-

tive and less stressful as no one

would know individual spots.

Without a specific class rank,

high school would be much more

enjoyable.

 Letters to the editor are always
welcome and we will print them as
space allows.  Please submit any

correspondence to the high school
office or drop off in Mrs. Griffin’s

mailbox,
or email at

griffin_s@nrschools.org.  Ques-
tions should be directed to

Sue Griffin, x10204.

By Luke
Gilday

Yellow Journalism

Class rank number
adds needless stress
GPA should suffice
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New Richmond Sports Foundation presents:

Turkey Tuesday!
Afternoon sport and activity bash

 Staff vs. Student volleyball games
--raffle tickets to play 50 cents

Teacher pie-in-the-face winners announced
--raffle tickets to throw $1

Teacher baked goodies winners announced
--raffle tickets to win $1

Turkey Tuesday Tickets $5; on
sale Nov. 12-Nov. 20 .  Raffle

tickets on sale Nov. 12-Nov. 20,
too

Presale tickets available from Mrs. Griffin
beginning 10/29

Tuesday, November 20, bells 6 and 7

All proceeds benefit Lions Reach Out

Featuring:

Winter sports  season pep rally Go
Lions!
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Faces in the Hallway
By Christin Gray

Chance
Silcott

Abigail
Jewell

    Senior Chance Silcott is very

family oriented around the holi-

days. “I am very excited for the

holidays especially for Christ-

mas because I get to go down to

the Florida Keys with my family

for vacation,” he said.

   “Both Thanksgiving and

Christmas are very important,”

said Silcott. “My favorite thing

is waking up on Thanksgiving

and Christmas morning because

they are both special days and

the food is always so good,” he

said.

   “My most memorable memory

from previous Christmases was

the one Christmas my brother de-

cided to show up from Florida

and surprise us all by keeping it

a secret,” said Silcott.

   One interesting thing the

Silcott family does is a really

good idea for anyone who feels

  Junior Abigail Jewell said that

family is the most important

thing all year around, and espe-

cially around the holidays. “I love

being with my family. There is

no place like home, and no one

else that compares to family. I

love my family,” she said.

   During the holidays Jewell’s

family does a ton of baking. “At

Christmas time my family makes

hundreds of cookies and deco-

rates them together,” she said.

   Jewell’s most memorable

memory has to do with staying

up late. “Last year, I stayed up

until 6 a.m wrapping presents for

my little sisters. I went to bed at

6:15 a.m and slept all through

Christmas,” she said.

  “Something interesting and

cool that my family does that

many others probably don’t is

we have a bake off every year.

It’s become a tradition with a new

theme every year, it’s a lot of fun

and we really get into it,” said

Jewell.

  Most of Jewell’s family lives

near, making the travel not so

hard on everyone. “Most of my

family is very close to each

other; the only person who lives

far away is my great aunt Karen,

who comes from Atlanta every

year. She usually comes for No-

vember and December and I love

when I get to see her because

she is my favorite,” she said.

for underprivileged people.

   “At Thanksgiving, my family

leaves out a plate of food for the

poor and at Christmas, my fam-

ily leaves out a plate for Jesus

Christ,” he said.

  “Most of my family is here, but

there is a good part of them that

live in Florida, so some of them

live pretty close and some not

so close. I really look forward to

seeing my brother the most,” he

said.

CHARLES BUCKINGHAM

American Heritage Insurance Group
Home/Auto/Business/Life

513-225-6033

cbuckingham@americanheritage.com
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Tucker
Schweickart

Hayley
Hawkins

  Freshman Hayley Hawkins is so

excited. “I’m actually more ex-

cited for Thanksgiving that

Christmas because of all the great

Thanksgiving food that you only

get once a year!”

  The holiday puts Hawkins in a

great mood! “My favorite thing

about this time of year is just the

feeling that you get when you

see all the food and decorations

out. The cold weather, the cheesy

movies, the music, the beautiful

lights, and the hot chocolate

make the holidays fun. All of

these things make the holidays,

the holidays,” she said.

  Hawkins’ most memorable

memory has to do with Christ-

mas. “One year, during a Christ-

mas Eve party almost all of my

cousins were there.  We were all

pretty young, so we stayed in

the basement playroom. I remem-

ber having so much fun with

them and not wanting to leave

after it was over,” said Hawkins.

  Big families help to make Christ-

mas longer than just one day, at

least in the Hawkins household.

“I feel like most families only cel-

ebrate Christmas on Christmas

   Sophomore Tucker

Schweickart is always excited for

the holidays, he says.  “I am

very excited because I haven’t

seen my side of the family in a

while and this is right about the

time that I see them a lot more,”

he said.

  Schweickart loves the holidays

for one main reason, and that is

family. “I love getting to spend

time with my family because be-

ing around them is always a lot

of fun,” he said.

  His most memorable memory

was during Christmas he said.

“My most memorable memory

was during the holidays when

my mom dropped the roasted

ham and we had to go get take

out food during Christmas,” said

Schweickart.

   Aside from that, the

Schweickart family likes to have

pretty normal holidays. “My

family does most of all the same

traditions as most,” he said.

  Family is very important around

the holidays and Schweickart

said his family is no different.

“Family is the most important

thing around the holidays, I love

being able to see my little cousin

because he doesn’t live close

and it’s always good to see him,”

he said.

day, and since my family is so

big we are always driving around

trying to see people. Christmas

is usually a couple days, because

we try and visit all the family, and

we spend a lot of time just open-

ing presents,” she said.

   “The majority of my family

lives in Cincinnati,” Hawkins

stated. “I most look forward to

seeing my cousins Joey and Lyle,

because we always find some

sort of mischief to get into when-

ever we are together, and I don’t

get to see them a lot. Also, I’m

very excited to see my brother,

Tucker for a few weeks during

the holidays because he just

went off to college this year,” she

said.

Charlie Buckingham
513-504-6060

Sherrill Hondorf, 4490 Hartman Lane,

Batavia,Ohio 45103

Phone:  513-305-1208

Cell:  513-508-5048

Fax:  513-797-1992
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Freshmen cope with several stressors
Surviving  first year of high school

By Joe Maxwell and Ashley Gray

 Imagine being pushed around

every day because you are

younger than everyone else and

they find it easy and fun. Being

forced to go to the same place,

this happens five days a week.

You have to try to fit in with ev-

eryone else and on top of that,

you get loads of work to do in

school and at home every single

day, even on the weekend! This

describes the average, everyday

life of a freshman in high school.

  In a recent informal poll here at

New Richmond High School,

freshman shared their opinions

on their challenges of adjusting

to high school. Most students

surveyed said that they find

most challenging finding their

place, where they fit in, and

judgements of the upperclass-

men. “Everyone hates fresh-

man,” said freshman Zoe

Hallahan.

  For most freshman, they find it

challenging  being the youngest

in the school and sometimes the

ones being picked on. “Most

challenging for being a freshmen

for me would have to be dealing

with all the upperclassmen and

being last in everything,” said

freshman Michael Williamson.

   “The most challenging thing

about being a freshmen is being

the underdog and all the drama

that comes along with high

school. It always seems to be

something new each day,” said

freshman Kyli Meder.

   “What has been most challeng-

ing for my freshman year would

have to be getting picked on by

the upper grades,” said fresh-

man Zack Bullock.

   Other freshmen surveyed said

that finding their place and where

they fit in has been most chal-

lenging about their freshman

year.

  “As a challenges go for being a

freshman so far, I find discover-

ing who your real friends are and

just adjusting to the new envi-

ronment most challenging,” said

freshman Hali Stamper.

   “High school is not as hard

what people say it is, but I find

knowing your place and what

you are allowed to do very chal-

lenging for a freshman,” said

freshman William Isbell.

   “Everyone loves me and some

now think that I am adorable,

which is definitely a blessing, but

being shorter than everyone and

not being considered a freshman

can be very challenging at

times,” said freshman Carter

Light.

   Being the youngest in the

school can be challenging at

times. Adapting to a new envi-

ronment when they were once

the big fish in the little pond in

middle school and then being a

little fish in a huge pond can be

very difficult to adapt to at first.

   “Most challenging about be-

ing a freshman for me would

have to be starting at the bottom

of the school when last year we

were at the top. Being a fresh-

man, I feel it is stereotypical that

you are seen as a “stupid fresh-

man,” said freshman Ally Lutz.

   “Being the lowest on the to-

tem pole can be very challeng-

ing as a freshman because I feel

that no one really pays attention

to you,” said freshman Amber

Lamb.

   “I adapted to finding my

classes fairly quickly, but at first

as a freshman I found it very chal-

lenging to find my classes the

first day of school and being the

youngest underclassmen walk-

ing through the halls,” said

freshman Rebecca Darland.

   Going into high school, stu-

dents may not know a whole

bunch of people except their

friends from middle school or

maybe an older sibling already

in high school. Some

may have it easier than

others with an older sib-

ling, but for others, not

knowing many people

can be very terrifying.

   “High school isn’t

very hard, but being new

to the school has been

very challenging to deal

with,” said freshman

Corey Secen.

   “Finding my classes

has become very easy for me, but

I find it most challenging not

knowing anyone except my hand-

ful of friends that I hung out with

in middle school,” said freshman

Kaylee Gibbs.

   Some freshmen find their first

year of high school to be very

challenging because of upper-

classmen. Freshmen often be-

lieve they are hated or disre-

spected simply because they are

freshmen.

   “The classes are a lot like last

year and the teachers are nice

and easy, but what can be most

challenging is in the hallway and

the dirty looks given to you by

the upperclassmen,” said fresh-

man Morgan Huddleston.

   “Meeting new people is very

exciting and easy for being a

freshman, but everyone trying to

trick you because you are a

freshman and getting pushed

over all the time can be very chal-

lenging,” said freshman Shelby

Koehler.

   Lots of students can be very

hard on themselves when it

comes to school work. Coming

in as high school freshmen can

add a tremendous amount of

stress with work and new pres-

sures. Freshman surveyed said

that keeping their grades up and

dealing with the new school

work can be tough.

   “I have a good time in my

classes, but what I find most chal-

lenging about being a freshman

is maintaining good grades,”

said freshman Josh Weaver.

   “The classes are easy, but as a

freshman, the extent of home-

work given has been very chal-

lenging for me,” said freshman

Dana Honaker.

   “As a freshman, what I have

found most challenging is the

work. The work is a lot more dif-

ficult than it was in middle school

and just dealing with the differ-

ent kinds of class work has been

very challenging,” said freshman

Tyler Payne.

   Other students surveyed said

that most challenging for being

a freshman is the new friend-

ships, relationships, and envi-

ronment they are exposed to.

   “I find meeting new people

fairly easy, but the new classes,

new teachers, and new school

have definitely been a challeng-

ing adaptation for me,” said

freshman Ariel Huber.

   “Most challenging about be-

ing a freshmen is the new teach-

ers and you have more respon-

sibility and the expectations are

higher,” said freshman Lindsey

Williams.

   Students surveyed also find

getting through the hallway to

be tough for a freshman.

   “I find the school work rather

easy, but getting through the

halls and up the stairs has been

challenging for myself,” said
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freshman Stacey Tucker.

   “Most challenging as being a

freshman is walking through the

halls because I always get

pushed around,” said freshman

Cydney Stiles.

  There are many steps students

can take in order to get through

their freshman year. Making new

friends can be very challenging,

but exciting with the various op-

tions they have in high school.

   Most freshman feel that they

are not respected by upper

classmen and find this very chal-

lenging.

   “The expectations I surpris-

ingly found easy being a fresh-

man, but I have struggled with

the credit we are given and the

amount of respect that is given

which is none simply because we

are freshman,” said freshman

Jesse Noble.

   “Being accepted by the other

classes can be difficult,” said

freshman Corbin Tharpe.

   Time management can become

very challenging going into high

school. Thrown in with all the

new work, expectations, and

new environment can cause stu-

dents to become less organized.

   “Most challenging for a fresh-

man is there is so much stuff to

do and I do not get enough to

sleep,” said freshman Katie

Flake.

   What is high school really like?

Is it more stressful? Does it have

more work? Is it more laid back?

Is the transition difficult as an

incoming freshman? Many

freshmen struggle with these

questions, and some faculty

members have advice.

   Virtual Academy teacher, Lisa

Martin, said, “I believe the most

challenging thing for freshmen

is having a sense of belonging

or acceptance. The increase in

the difficulty of academics and

the homework expectations

seems to take its toll on all fresh-

men.”

     Math teacher Vicki Corpuz

said, “I think the most challeng-

ing thing for freshmen is doing

their work. They seem to believe

that being at the high school

mean they no longer have to

work in class or do homework. I

think this group has lower work

ethic than other groups I have

had in the past.”

   In times like this, everyone

needs a little bit of help or ad-

vice. Freshman here at New Rich-

mond High School have a hint

of advice for  next year’s fresh-

men, the class of 2017.

   “Be sure to listen to everything

you are told and don’t argue too

much, remember you are at the

bottom of the school again,” said

freshman Kirsten Savage.

   Freshman Erin O’Toole said, “It

is also a good idea to make up-

perclassmen friends to help you

out and stick up for you and es-

pecially don’t be stuck  up!”

   Current freshman also have

some good behavioral habits

they recommend for the incom-

ing freshman to form their own

good habits. “Just try to be on

your best behavior at all times,

especially since you are making

a first impression on a lot of

people here at the high school,”

said freshman Autumn Smith.

   Freshman Nick Kirby says, “Be

prepared to do a lot of studying

because trust me, if you don’t

study you will not do very good

on your tests.”

   “Being the youngest in the

school, you really just need to

be yourself and try to fit in as

well as possible,” said freshman

Dustin Carr.

   This year’s freshmen would

also like to add a couple more

points to help incoming fresh-

men get through their first year

easier.

   “Don’t be intimidated by any-

one; if you are intimidated, it

leads to you having low self-es-

teem and it will destroy your

work ethic,” said freshman

Adrianna Flood.

   “Grow up! Mature! Immature

little kids are the ones who get

picked on and that will ruin self-

esteem and cause you to do

worse in school,” said freshman

Jade Kunz.

     Teachers have also given a

couple pointers for incoming

freshman of 2013 to help them

out a bit.

   “Make your academics a prior-

ity but also get involved with ex-

tracurricular activities.  Don't get

caught in other students' busi-

ness or don't gossip,” said   Mar-

tin.

  “It is also right to listen to

teachers and do your work, that

will help you get through your

freshman year much easier,” said

Corpuz.

    Cleveland High School Assis-

tant Principal, John Swenson,

and a group of teachers have set

up a Freshman Mentoring Pro-

gram where a senior is paired up

with a freshman  taking the

younger student under his or her

wing.  (http: www.cheek-

owagabee.com)

   “When I came in as a fresh-

man, it was my first year in this

school, and I didn’t have any-

body really to teach me anything

social wise,” said mentor

Jonathan Tirado, a senior. “This

basically gives you someone

you can depend on to get you

around the school,” he contin-

ued.     (http:www. cheek-

mowagabee.com)

   The program was started be-

cause people came to the real-

ization that freshman were strug-

gling with the challenge of be-

ing in high school. As far the pro-

gram goes, freshmen have ben-

efitted from it and have found it

to  help make their challenges

they are facing their freshman

year a lot smoother.

   “It has helped me, because I

made a new friend,” said fresh-

man Sam Alfonso, who was

paired up with Tirado. “High

school doesn’t seem as scary a

place anymore. If I needed help,

he helped me.”

(http:www.cheekowagabee.com)

   The freshmen have really

looked up to their mentor for

comfort and guidance. “My men-

tor, senior Marissa Hoegerl, told

me that I should be working

hard,” freshman Kendal Cassatt.

“She told me that in order for me

to be successful, I have to focus

a lot. It’s not the same as middle

school, but it’s going to get

easier. She also told me just to

be myself and do the things I

like.” (http://www. cheek-

towagabee.com/news/2010-04-

15/Front_Page/Ment ors_help_f

reshmen_adapt_to_high_school.html)

   It’s easy to tell from the fresh-

man here at New Richmond High

School, their teachers, and even

from the students attending

Cleveland Hill High School in

Cheektowaga, New York, that

freshman can have it rough all

around.

   Almost every person will expe-

rience being the underdogs of

high school as freshmen. Even

though it is tough, most fresh-

men will still push through and

do their best work to succeed in

school and life.

   Most freshman will tend to live

by these wise words to get them

through the year: “Just be your-

self! Don't say anything stupid

and go with flow,” said freshman

Eric Rolfes.
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 There comes a time in

everyone’s senior year that they

have a realization. Their time here

in the school is limited. Every

time they walk down the hall they

are one walk closer to their last.

Every time they eat in the cafete-

ria, it’s one meal closer to their

last. One of the most emotional

“lasts” they will have in the year

is when they finally say goodbye

to their sport. Whether it’s foot-

ball, cheerleading, golf, cross

country, tennis, or volleyball, all

the fall sports are officially over

and the athletes are handling it

in different ways. While some

students are relieved the weight

and pressure of their sport is

over, others can’t help but feel

an overall sense of discontent

with the situation. For some of

the athletes the sport has been

the only constant they’ve had

in their ever changing schooling

experience and the realization

that it is over is a lot for them to

handle. These are some of their

stories.

   The student athletes all seem

to be pretty upset over their fall

sport ending, and it seems to fi-

nally be hitting them.

   “I played volleyball for six

years,” began Jessica Mowery.

“I’m sad, I don’t know what to

do after school and I can’t imag-

ine not playing for the school

again next year, considering

that’s what I’m accustomed to.”

   “I’m obviously saddened and

I feel like there is just something

missing. Something I can’t look

forward to anymore,” said life-

Seniors experience “last time” syndrome
Fall sports come to close; athletes have mixed feelings
By: Luke Gilday
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time soccer player Sam Leffler.

   “I feel bittersweet about it be-

ing over,” started Bethany Smith,

who has been playing soccer

since she was five. “I will miss

playing.”

   However, the students still feel

like they have something to look

forward to.

    “Now that soccer is over, I will

be moving onto my primary

sport, softball. I will begin pre-

paring and conditioning for that

and try to go somewhere with

that sport,” said Smith.

   “I’m saddened to see that

phase of my life end, but I also

understand that it’s part of my

journey and there will be a lot of

good things in life to come!”

stated four year tennis play Alex

White. “I’m definitely planning

on putting a greater focus on

school! My classes are really dif-

ficult this year, so more free time

means more study time for me.”

   “Since soccer is over, it’s on to

the next sport! but nothing is

even close to soccer,” said

Leffler.

   “Now that cross country is

over I want to die,” said six year

runner Emily Erdman. “Now I

plan on watching British shows

all day, every day, until track

starts.”

      “I’ve run for two fantastic

years,” said cross country run-

ner Kara Burns. “I am really sad

that it’s over. I’m really going to

miss the tea,. Since it’s over, I

have to move on to my winter

sport, swimming!”

   “I’m super sad soccer is over.

It’s probably my favorite sport

and I have had a lot of fun every

season with all my teams,” re-

sponded soccer player Riley

Deweese.

   Adding to sadness of the sport

being over, most students say

they do

not plan

on con-

tinuing

playing

t h e i r

sport for

t h e i r

college.

   “I

m i g h t

play ten-

nis so a

r e c

l e a g u e

n e x t

year, but

d e f i -

n i t e l y

not for a

school,”

a n -

swered

A l e x

White.

   “I’ve

p l a y e d

football

for three

years,”

b e g a n

Chance

Silcott.

“I don’t

i n t e n d

on con-

tinuing

football

through

college.

I feel

bad the

sport is

over because I’ll most likely play

on an organized team again.”

   “I don’t plan on playing this

sport on a college team but defi-

nitely for an intramural team or

play rec,” said Deweese.

   “I plan on playing volleyball

as an intramural sport for my

squadron in the Air Force,” re-

plied Mowery

   However, most of the student

athletes would agree that these

past few years playing sports

were definitely not wasted.

   “Soccer has shaped the person

I am,” said Leffler.

   “I regret not starting cross

country earlier in my high school

career. I absolutely loved the two

years I was on the team. I made

new friends and have so many

great memories,” said Burns.

   “Football helped me on my pro-

cess of becoming a man,” replied

James White.

   “The sport has helped me gain

a work habit and it also taught

me to respect others,” answered

Silcott.

   As for myself, the end of cross

country is one of the most dis-

heartening things I’ve ever been

through, as shallow as it may

sound. It meant so much to me.

It served as a means of escape, a

means of inspiration, a means

enjoyment. It is something I feel

like I won’t really be able to re-

place. That’s why it can’t be over

like this. I have to continue with

it, whether it be for a college for

a club, it doesn’t matter. With the

exception of actually graduating.

this is probably the hardest

“last” I will have this year.

   As the fall season of sports

ends, seniors are reminded that

this is simply the first of many

lasts and that their time in these

hall is limited. They are filled with

feelings of happiness, sadness

and early onset nostalgia as the

end of the their high school

quickly approaches.
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Athlete of the issue: Caleb Hayward

By: Chandler Cochran

   Junior Caleb Hayward is a

multi-sport athlete at NRHS. He

runs cross country and is a stand

out on the basketball court. Hay-

ward is relatively new at running

cross country, finishing his first

season this past year, but has

been playing basketball for nine

years.

   “My first year of cross coun-

try was great, can’t wait for next

year,” said Hayward.

   Hayward started out playing

basketball in the third grade be-

cause he was encouraged by his

dad to play the sport, and hasn’t

stopped since. Hayward played

junior varsity last year and

earned a spot on the bench for

the varsity season. He will most

likely return to the team as a pri-

mary player and have a key role

on the court.

   “I have worked harder this

offseason to insure a spot on

varsity,” explained Hayward.

“Cross country also helped a lot

in building up my endurance.”

   Basketball has also had ben-

efits for Hayward in many ways.

“Basketball is fun and enjoyable

but my favorite part is all the

good times I have with my boys.”

   But when asked about any

cross country benefits, all Hay-

ward had to say was, “Beaucoup

de filles.”

   Dedication is one thing Hay-

ward lives for, dedication to

school and sports is a top prior-

ity for him.

   “Dedication is what drives me

and many of my teammates, in

basketball as well as cross coun-

try,” said Hayward. “Dedication

is what you need to succeed and

win. If you are not dedicated, you

are not prepared.”

   Basketball teaches you many

life lessons to use on and off the

court.

   “I think the biggest thing I

have gotten out of basketball so

far is to take it seriously, and

cherish it, soon enough, high

school basketball will be over for

me and I want to make the most

out of it while I can,” explained

Hayward. “Getting the most out

of basketball, and any sports

means to play at the top of your

game, but to also have fun, and

make memories last.”

   “The only thing I hate about

the season ending is that we

can’t make any more good memo-

ries,” said Hayward “The best

memories I have had have been

the bus rides to and from meets

and games.”

   Hayward is an extremely com-

petitive player, and it is not some-

thing he hides to often. With all

of the stress added from school

and sports, one is bound to get

into the way at one point or an-

other.

   “With school and sports, you

don’t always have a ton of time

for much needed sleep and

homework,” said Hayward.

Stress can continue to add up,

especially late in the season or

during key games.

   “I was very frustrated when we

didn’t win league in cross coun-

try. After that defeat, it was hard

to keep running at districts and

regionals, because we felt like we

had nothing to run for after los-

ing league,” said Hayward. But

when in a slump, or after a bad

game, most people stay in a bad

mood and bring other people

down, not Hayward.

   “When I'm not performing my

best, I feed off my teammates in

order to build me back up,” ex-

plained Hayward. “In cross

country, Nick Gilman helped me

out a lot this year, and in basket-

ball, John Ernst always is a plus

to have on your team. One day I

hope I can be as fast as Nick and

as tall as John.”

Multi-sport athlete enjoys cross country, basketball

Caring You Can Count OnCaring You Can Count OnCaring You Can Count OnCaring You Can Count OnCaring You Can Count On

200 Western Ave.200 Western Ave.200 Western Ave.200 Western Ave.200 Western Ave.

New Richmond, OH  45157New Richmond, OH  45157New Richmond, OH  45157New Richmond, OH  45157New Richmond, OH  45157

513-553-4132513-553-4132513-553-4132513-553-4132513-553-4132

www.ecnurre .comwww.ecnurre .comwww.ecnurre .comwww.ecnurre .comwww.ecnurre .com

The Messenger:   November 2012              21



Now your muscles can multitask, too

Curves New Richmond
107 Market St.
553-0100
curvesnewrichmond.com

Teachers, staff, students,
join now for $34

Curves Mariemont
7433 Wooster Pike
Cincinnati, OH 45227
MariemontCurves.com

   1972, the very last time that the

city of Cincinnati ever had a pro-

fessional basketball team. The

Cincinnati Royals were the high-

light of the city for fifteen years

until moving west in 1973. This

happened after a string of bad

years when the Royals were con-

sidered one of the worst teams

in the league. Even with super-

star hall of famer Oscar

Robertson at the helm for the

team they still could not progress

in the NBA. The team was going

nowhere fast, and after the de-

parture of Robinson to the Mil-

waukee Bucks, the city soon lost

interest and the team was then

sold.

   In the coming years, the fran-

chise moved around a lot even-

tually ending up in Sacramento

where they are now. But Cincin-

nati never was able to host, a

NBA team since then. After many

years of debate, does Cincinnati

really deserve yet another shot

at getting a professional team?

Surprisingly enough, students

and teachers at NRHS think the

city does in fact, deserve another

NBA team, and would support it

in overwhelming numbers. And

with two other professional

sports teams already here that

aren’t always the talk of the

town, is it time for a new addi-

tion?

   “To me, Cincinnati does not

have anything to cheer, root, and

care for when baseball and foot-

ball end, Cincinnati has nothing

left. We need a basketball team

in Cincinnati, it would be a great

thing for the city, bringing in fans

and money which would both

help better Cincinnati,” said jun-

ior Dylan Adams.

   Senior David Ohntrup agreed.

“It would bring business to Cin-

cinnati.”

   Creating a new team in Cincin-

nati would be a long and strenu-

ous process but, it would be

worth it to the fans and is a real-

istic opportunity. This process

isn’t easy,  it’s up to the commis-

sioner of the NBA, David Stern,

to propose the idea to the other

owners of the 30 teams already

in the league. The owners then

have to vote on and agree to a

new addition to the league. If an

existing team and its owner de-

cides to sell or relocate, the cur-

rent franchise would then have

a quicker start here in Cincinnati.

A team would do this if the fan

base in its current location is

weak, the team isn't doing well

or if the team is sold. If Cincin-

nati wanted a team, the most logi-

cal route for them to take would

be relocation because they

would not have to start from

scratch and have to get brand

new players and coaches.

   A NBA team just a few years

ago, the Seattle Supersonics,

moved to Oklahoma City after a

group of investors bought the

team and moved them when the

team’s lease on their current sta-

dium in Seattle expired. Then the

group relocated them to their

current home in Oklahoma City

where they have one of the best

fan base’s and have flourished

in just a few years. Just recently

they were in the NBA Finals with

the eventual champions the Mi-

ami Heat.

   The Sacramento Kings organi-

zation has recently been in talks

about relocating their struggling

franchise somewhere and hop-

ing to revitalize their team like the

Thunder have since they moved

to Oklahoma City. With a dedi-

cated fan base already estab-

lished here in Cincinnati with

both the Reds and Bengals, it

would only make since that over

time the city would come to cher-

ish a basketball team as well.

   “I think that Cincinnati should

have another basketball team

because basketball is a very

popular sport right now and it

would bring a good amount of

money and population to the

city,” said junior Jason Goodrich.

Some people on the other hand

believe that Cincinnati does not

need another basketball team.

Freshman Chase Heflin opposes

the idea of a new basketball team

in Cincinnati, “I think it would

be a bad idea because they would

have to build from the ground

up with brand new players.”

   Junior Jacob Ryan agrees with

Bring NBA back to Cincinnati!
Students, staff agree Queen City needs pro basketball
By Zack Coldiron and Chandler Cochran
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Goodrich one hundred percent.

“Not only does this present an

opportunity for Cincinnati to

have another economic gain from

the sports industry, but also

sports help the city grow stron-

ger on a social level. It seems that

sports are one thing that the

people in this city can relate to

and is something that makes ev-

eryone happier, when we are

winning of course.”

   “No, I don't think that we

should have another team be-

cause it costs tons of money to

keep an NBA program running,”

said sophomore James Mahan.

   Science teacher Pat Crowley

agreed with Mahan saying, “No,

because it didn’t work the first

time.”

   If Cincinnati did in fact, get the

chance at having another team,

where would they play? The an-

swer is simple: there are a lot of

options. The team could use the

U.S. Bank arena, it is a smaller

venue to play in but it is certainly

an option. Another option would

be to build another stadium in

place of the U.S. Bank Arena or

build a totally different one on

the outskirts of town.

   Building a new stadium and

relocating a professional team

would amount to a lot of money.

But it’s not impossible, seeing

how well the Bengals and Reds

do here in Cincinnati, bringing a

basketball team here would bring

a lot of excitement and of course,

a lot of money!

   Senior Kyle Tingle also be-

lieves this. “I believe we do de-

serve another NBA team since

we are considered a medium mar-

ket, we have almost every other

kind of sports team, and our fan

base is extremely faithful. On top

of that this has the potential to

be a very profitable venture.”

   Senior Austin Wells also

chimed in. “I think if we could

come up with the funds it would

be a great idea. Cincinnati is a

great sports town and I think it

would attract a lot of people and

a lot of money.”

   Making a profit seems to be the

main focal point as to why Cin-

cinnati deserves another team

from the students and faculty

here at New Richmond. But

bringing a team to Cincinnati

would do so much more than cre-

ate revenue in the city. When

athletes stay in a city long

enough, they tend to create foun-

dations and charities for the city

and surrounding communities

that would help Cincinnati

greatly and would only add to

the numerous foundations and

organizations the city already

has. For example, the Reds Com-

munity Fund which has raised

millions of dollars to help kids

not only in Cincinnati, but in the

surrounding areas like here in

Clermont County. Another ex-

ample would be the Andy and

Jordan Dalton foundation that

has already amounted to a huge

contribution from the cities big-

gest super star.

   Bringing a team here to Cincin-

nati could have some benefits to

the communities and help the

less fortunate with foundations

that most players create to help

and make a difference to society

like helping out to keep kids off

the streets using basketball,”

said junior Pierce Burnam.

   Another hot topic about NBA

teams and relocation would be

in the state of California. Right

now California has four NBA

teams. Two in Los Angeles, the

Lakers and Clippers, one in Oak-

land and one more in Sacramento.

Do they really need all of those

teams in one state?

   “Cincinnati is a large city with

many people, and basketball is

one of the most popular sports

around right now. This will draw

the attention of people, and will

create money,” said junior Gary

Crawford. “Cincinnati already

has and NFL and an MLB team

while NBA teams such as Sacra-

mento and Portland do not. Cali-

fornia has four teams in the

league right now, and honestly

that is too many. If Cincinnati

can’t create a new team, we

should move one of them over

here.”
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  The off season for sports has

always been a very confusing

period as to what athletes do.

When they aren’t practicing or

playing what do they do? Well

that’s obvious, most likely sit-

ting on the couch pigging out

and enjoying their time off, but

something most people don’t

think about very much is, what

do coaches do during the

offseason? Do they have to plan

everything out

for next season

or do they, like

athletes, relax

and cherish

their stress free

off time.

  When Coach

Scott Herman

of the New

R i c h m o n d

High School

varsity football

team was asked

about what he

does in his

offseason, he said, “For the team,

I will evaluate all the aspects of

the football program; such as,

players, coaches, equipment, and

all other resources the team may

need evaluated.” Coach Herman

also said, “I do a lot of budget-

ing; anything financial, buying

equipment, jerseys, etc.”

   Herman then explained that,

even though the football season

ends around the end of October,

he gives the players about a

month off before they start the

weight lifting and conditioning

seminar. Herman said, “This semi-

nar is done to maintain and in-

crease the player’s strength,

speed, and agility.”

  Herman also looks to the junior

high school for possible new

players, he says, “Every year

during the off season I visit the

eighth grade to find out who will

be playing.”

  Herman is also

very concerned

about his players’

education. Herman

said, “During the

off season I al-

ways will monitor

the players aca-

demics; players

with two or more

F’s will be sus-

pended from play-

ing football until

their grades im-

prove.”

  Coach Rylan

Shebesta of the New Richmond

High School cross country and

tennis teams also is active dur-

ing the offseason. Shebesta said,

“Even though there is not much

cross country runners can do in

the off season, except for maybe

start running a couple months

before the next season starts, I

recommend trying swimming; it

keeps runners in great shape for

the next season and builds

muscle.”

  As for tennis, Coach Shebesta

has a few more recommenda-

tions and tips that players

should consider trying during

the off season. Shebesta said, “I

recommend that players should

try to play tennis as much as

they can during the winter. It is

also a good idea to attend clin-

ics and take lessons; in fact,

quite a few of the players already

do that.”

  Coach of the New Richmond

High School varsity basketball

team, Brian McMonigle, is very

active with his team during the

offseason. Coach McMonigle

says, “The basketball team lifts

and conditions to keep in shape

during the offseason; they also

have open gyms continued

throughout their off season.”

  McMonigle wants his players

to stay active in the sport, but

also gives them a couple breaks

during the off season.

McMonigle said, “In the sum-

mer, we play in shootouts and

tournaments at colleges around

the area.  We have two dead pe-

riods for 28 days after our last

game, and also a 28 day dead

period in August.”

  When these dedicated coaches

aren’t working to make their team

better they also enjoy their time

off to do some of their favorite

hobbies and stay relaxed.

   McMonigle says, “I person-

ally, in the offseason, go to clin-

ics and prepare for the next sea-

son. I still play basketball com-

petitively two to three times ev-

ery week.”

  Coach Shebesta spends his

time getting housework done and

relaxing. He said, “I usually

spend my offseason watching

college football and doing house

projects.”

  The coaches here all share one

personal hobby they enjoy dur-

ing their time off. Herman said,

“I like to spend time with my fam-

ily. I have four kids and the three

oldest are very athletic; you can

guess that means I will be attend-

ing a lot of sporting events dur-

ing the off season.”

  “During the off season, I enjoy

spending a lot of time with my

wife and daughter,” said

Shebesta.

  McMonigle answered very

similarly to this question.  “I use

most of my off season spending

time with my wife and our two

boys.”

  As you can tell coaches enjoy

their off season just as much as

the players do. If you’re a player

and think your coach just tells

you to condition and think he

doesn’t do anything, you

thought wrong. Coaches are just

as active as or possibly even

more active than the players dur-

ing the offseason. Just remem-

ber, your coach is always doing

everything he/she can to help

you get better and make your

sporting experience even more

enjoyable for you.

The mystery of a coach’s off season
Most are more active than players might think
By Joe Maxwell

 If you’re a
player and think
your coach just

tells you to
condition  and
you think he or
she doesn’t do
anything, you

thought wrong.
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   The NRHS swim team is made

up of both boys and girls,  all

coached by Judy Middeler and

Joe Middeler. The team practices

every day from 2:30-5:00. It is a

high endurance sport, but it pays

off for the swimmers when they

work hard toward their season’s

goals.

   NRMS gym teacher Judy

Middeler has been coaching for

a long time and she is the head

coach for the high school swim

team. She said she loves seeing

kids get better and practicing

hard in the sport.

   “Working with young people

and seeing their improvements

with their skills & strokes in the

water.  When swimmers improve

their times, it gives me a feeling

of being successful and know-

ing that these are skills that will

last a lifetime,” she said.

   With swimming comes eating

a lot; we all know Michael Phelps

eats a ridiculous amount of food

and swims about 12 hours a day.

Some swimmers feel that they

need to swim because it could

balance out how much they eat.

“I eat a lot in the day so it influ-

ences how much I eat,” said jun-

ior Ashlee Lewis.

   There is a feeling of competi-

tion in every practice when ath-

letes are on the swim team. The

lanes are separated based on

times and speed. In the fast lane,

many people argue who should

go in front and who should go

behind.

   “Colt and I race each other all

the time and I feel I should beat

him,” said sophomore Derek

Gelter.

   The better part of being on the

swim team is the amount of room

for relaxation. Swimmers can

have fun while still having an

intense practice. Joking around

with the coaches and trying to

bribe them to play games is a

common thing that happens in

the pool area.

   “My favorite part of the swim

team is probably the fact that it’s

not all work and no play. You can

have fun with the coaches and

joke around each day and still

get your work done,” said senior

Colt Reese.

   Some swimmers feel influenced

by past swimmers who have put

many records on the boards. 2010

graduate Alex Lewis has many

pool records and just following

some rules from the coaches gave

him a base of getting to his goals.

   “Listen to the coaches. Judy

and Joe have been coaching for

a very long time, longer than I

have been alive. The best thing

is to soak up everything they can

give you. Just be a sponge pretty

much,” he said.

     Some swimmers have older

brothers and sisters who swam

also and they felt that they

should step up and walk in their

footsteps and also be a part of

the high school team.

“When I was in elementary my

sister started swimming  her sev-

enth grade year and I thought it

looked fun and people encour-

aged me that I was really good

and to keep with it,” said senior

Reese.

   With high school sports,

middle school serves as a basis.

If athletes swim in middle school,

they are typically bound to swim

in high school. The NRMS swim

team is coached by NRHS En-

glish teacher Malissa Cornette

and special education teacher

Richard Mahan. Middle school

swimming can be  fun, a lot of

hard work, too. Coaches that

bring passion to the sport can

make it a lot more enjoyable.

   “I have always loved to swim!

I was on the swim team in middle

school under the awesome coach

Jack Menefee.  Some of my fa-

vorite memories in high school

came from the swim team.  Ms.

Middeler and Mr. Crozier were

the best! All three of them in-

stilled in me a lifelong love of

swimming.  As a teacher and

alumni, I am grateful for the op-

portunity to be a part of such a

great program!” said  Cornette.

Swimming a high endurance sport
Athletes ready for upcoming season
By James Mahan
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Lil’ Chet’s Chicken to Go!

NOW ready for you in

New Richmond
Serving Lil’ Chet’s fresh fried chicken and buffalo

wings from 11:00 am until late into the evening

including fresh fried potato wedges and array of

other finger foods.   In a rush pickin’ up the kids,

gettin’ to and from work, or all the activities you

have to do before the day is over, stop in or call

ahead and place your order and

have it ready-to-go when you

arrive.  It’s as simple as that!

Now serving hot fresh breakfast

sandwiches along with biscuits &

gravy from 5:00 am until 10:30

am

 

River City Express BP
410 Sycamore Street
New Richmond, Ohio

513-553-3835

Proud To Be Local, American, Family Owned and

Girls Basketball

   The girls’ basketball team is

also looking forward to another

successful season. Last year, fin-

ishing with 17 wins and 5 losses,

the team had the best season in

years.

   The girls and coaches have

been working hard since last sea-

son. Varsity coach Brad Hatfield

said, “We had practices, games,

and open gyms throughout the

June and July for pre-season

preparation. Players who were

not in fall sports went through a

month of conditioning in Octo-

ber. Finally, we will have 20 prac-

tices and four scrimmages before

the first game.”

   With expectations high for the

team, the coaches are asking a

lot from the players, and they

know they are capable of     reach-

ing their goals.

   “I expect them to work hard,

work as a team, and have fun. I

also expect them to never be

tired, complain, or make ex-

cuses,” said Hatfield.

   This year, there are two seniors

playing for the Lady Lions.

“Riley Deweese and Cassidy

Martin are the senior leaders on

the team. They lead by example-

by making hustle plans and

working hard on every play,”

said Hatfield..

   Like most teams, there are al-

ways certain schools that con-

tinue to be the biggest competi-

tion. Western Brown has been a

great competitor for the girls’

basketball team. Two of the five

losses from last year’s season

were against Western Brown.

   “Western Brown is a great team

because they are talented, deep,

and relentless on defense,”

Hatfield.

   As the season is underway, the

Lady Lions set off for hopefully

another great season.

   “I hope it ends in a league and

sectional championship, and ev-

eryone has fun,” said Hatfield.

Boys Basketball

   With all the excitement of the

approaching seasons kicking off,

the winter sports teams have

high hopes for their success.

   Boys’ varsity coach Brian

McMonigle said, “I hope we

play to our potential. Our num-

ber one goal is to win league and

bring the first league title back to

New Richmond since 1995.”

   There are quite a few leaders

on the boys’ team this year.

“Austen Craig, a three year var-

sity player, has the most experi-

ence and was second team all

conference last year. Austin

Wells is the senior point guard

this year who received a lot of

playing time last year. Also, Jun-

ior John Ernst averaged a

double- double last season,” said

McMonigle.

   Some of the boys biggest com-

petitors are McNicholas, Turpin,

Western Brown and Amelia. “The

league will be much improved

from last season,” said

McMonigle.

   Preparation for the season has

been going on since the end of

last season.

   “I began preparation for this

season in March after our tour-

nament loss last season. We

were in conditioning and open

gyms in the spring. Summer

workouts included numerous

camps and shootouts. We have

been conditioning since Septem-

ber,” said McMonigle.

   With the team’s record of 11-

11 last year, the boys have been

able to work on some things that

they met along the way.

   “By fixing some minor prob-

lems offensively that we had last

season that may have cost us 2-

3 games and improving on our

already tough defense!” said

McMonigle.

   The expectations for this sea-

son are running high. “I want to

the players to play and practice

as hard as they can,” said

McMonigle.

Swimming

  In the 2011-2012 season, both

the boys’ and girls’ swim teams

finished with great seasons.

   Varsity swim coach Judy

Middeler said, “The boys team

had an undefeated season (14-

0) and finished in second place

at the SOSL Championship meet.

The girls had 11 wins and 3

losses and finished in fourth

place at the SOSL Championship

A look ahead at the winter sports season
Preview with individual teams, coaches, players
By Josie Buckingham and Christin Gray
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meet.”

  Middeler hopes that the swim

team will be able to improve even

more from last year. “We hope to

improve both of these records

this year. Our goals for the sea-

son are for each swimmer to im-

prove their swimming skills and

to improve their times. With

those goals in mind, we hope to

have a winning season for both,”

said Middeler.

  Pre-season preparation is defi-

nitely recommended for the

swimmers.

   “Preparation is a matter of get-

ting in the water and getting a

lot of swimming done. We have

several young ladies and gentle-

men who swam for the Coney

Island swimming team this past

summer, which is a big help in

improving their times. This ex-

perience will help in the out-

comes of our meets,” said

Middeler.

  There are several swimmers this

year who are experienced and

have also shown a lot of leader-

ship for the team in the past.

   “Kara Burns is a great leader

because of her work ethics and

high standards she puts on her-

self. She works very hard and is

always pushing to do better and

swim faster. Colt Reese is another

good who leader has set high

standards for himself and is will-

ing to put the work into the sport

to improve his times. He is good

on challenging other new swim-

mers to try and improve their

skills and times. Tyler David is a

good role model who set his

standards to a higher level.  He

has now decided to train year

round just like Nate Kramer and

Alex Lewis (past NRHS swim-

mers), so we are hoping great

things for Tyler,” said Middeler.

  The coaches and swimmers are

looking forward to a great, fun,

and improved season this year.

Middeler added, “I expect every-

one on the team to try their hard-

est and to work hard to improve

their times and skills.”

Fresh Made Dough
Family Recipes

553-1800
PICK-UP/DELIVERY

OR
DINE-IN

COME JOIN US

We Cater
Class Parties and Large

Groups
Like Us On Facebook

Coming Soon
Internet Ordering

412 Walnut St.
New Richmond, Ohio

Monday--4-10pm
Tues-Thurs--11am-10pm
Fri and Sat--11am-11pm

Sunday--noon-9pm

Wrestling

   The wrestling team is also look-

ing forward to a great season, as

it has for many years. Led by

varsity coach Devon Shinkle, the

wrestling team is ready to gear

up on the mats.

   “We hope to repeat as SBC and

sectional champs. We would also

like to improve our third place

finish in the district tournament

and place higher in the state du-

als.. We won four tournaments

last year and placed seventh in

the state duals,” said Shinkle.

   The first official day of wres-

tling practice began on Novem-

ber 9th, and the team was pre-

pared for it.

    “Season preparation is impor-

tant. From my standpoint, I at-

tend clinics in the off season.

The wrestlers attend camps.

Open mats start in October. Any

out of season athletes attend

these 2-3 times per week,” said

Shinkle.

   There are several senior lead-

ers on the team this year who are

ready to push their fellow wres-

tlers like they have in the past.

   “Kevin Reid works very hard.

James White never gives up. J.R.

Forsee is very successful and

has placed in the tournaments,”

said Shinkle.

   The wrestling team faces many

different tough competitors

throughout the season.

   “The hardest competition we

have faced would be St. Paris

Graham. They are one of the top

programs in the country,” said

Shinkle.

   With the high hopes that the

team and coaches have for this

season, the main goal is to posi-

tively represent NRHS. “I expect

my team to represent our school

and community with class,” said

Shinkle.
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    Football season is back again
and is full of surprises just like
last year. Former championship
worthy teams are having rough
starts, and underdogs are show-
ing up and winning consistently
this year. Injuries have plagued
some big name teams, while other
teams are getting star players
back on the field. This year also
holds the return of future Hall of
Fame quarterback, Peyton Man-
ning and his new team the Den-
ver Broncos. All of this leads up
to the big question, “Which team
will bring home the Lombardi
Trophy this season?”
   A survey was given out to 75
random students and a few
teachers at NRHS, asking who
they thought was going to win
the Super Bowl this year. The
survey showed  pretty wide va-
riety in choices, ranging from
teams that had no chance in mak-
ing it, to teams that had seem to
be obvious choices to make it
and have a shot at winning.
   The number one choice from
the students was our hometown

Cincinnati Bengals. They were
the favorite by twelve votes over
the Atlanta Falcons. 32 of the 75
people surveyed picked the
Bengals not only make it to the
Super Bowl, but also to win it.
The Bengals have a slim shot of
even making the playoffs this
year, but heads are starting to
turn as the Bengals easily beat
Eli Manning and his defending
Super Bowl champion, New York
Giants.
   Senior Matt Eldridge was one
of the Bengals believers. “I think
the Bengals will win. Gotta go
with the home team.”
   Joey Lee Whodey, also a se-
nior, agreed with Matt saying,
“The Bengals. They have a great
front seven and their offense is
really starting to connect.
Whodey, all the way!”
   The Falcons were the next fa-
vorite, receiving 20 of the 75
votes, with good reason. They
were the last remaining team in
the NFL that was undefeated.
The Falcons are having one of
the best seasons in franchise

history, and many sports ana-
lysts believe they have a very
good shot to win it all this year.
   Senior Austen Craig thinks the
Falcons are a shoe-in this year.
“They are the only undefeated
team left in the game, and every
team they have played have been
pretty good teams. Plus they
aren't winning, by a couple
points each game, they are beat-
ing teams by two or three
scores.”
   Freshman Chase Heflin agrees
with Craig saying, “The Falcons.
They’re undefeated, and beating
good teams.”
   The New England Patriots were
the third favorite receiving 7
votes. The Patriots aren't hav-
ing a great year to their stan-
dards, but still have a very solid
shot at the Super Bowl, none-
theless.
   Sophomore Kyle Campell is a
strong believe in the Patriots.
“Patriots. Tom Brady is gonna
bring them back again like he al-
ways does.”
   The top three teams tallied up

to count for 59 of the 75 votes,
leaving six teams to count for the
other 16 votes. Of these teams
included: The Texans, Chiefs,
Giants, Lions, Broncos, and
Packers. Of these six teams men-
tioned, Houston was probably
having the best season, but only
received one vote. NRHS TV
Production teacher, Mr. Jim
Robinson was the only one to
take a chance, and go out on a
limb for the Texans. “I think the
Texans are going to win it all this
year, no doubt.”
   There were two extra votes
however, that were not included
in the tally. These votes did not
exactly fully answer the question
being asked, but nevertheless
should be included here.
   Junior Rachel Zawacki re-
sponded to her pick to win the
Super Bowl by saying, “The
Buckeyes..... Who cares about
the NFL?”
   Senior Katie Gelter responded
to the question by saying,
“Uhhhhh, football?”

NRHS Super Bowl picks are in!
Students pick Bengals to take home Lombardi Trophy
By: Caleb Branson

 If any high school player were

ready to make the jump right now

into the NBA from high school it

would have to be 17 year old

Jabari Parker. The number one

recruit in all of the nation from

Chicago, Illinois, he has been

considered the best high school

basketball player since LeBron

James, which is in good com-

pany. The young man attends

Simeon Career Academy, the well

known high school that has gen-

erated many basketball stars

such as Derrick Rose, Nick

Anderson, and the great Ben

Wilson. He is looking to become

another star from his school as

he makes his transition into col-

lege basketball.

   Parker is a standout, at 6 foot 9

inches tall and 220 pounds, as

well as at his GPA which is 3.7.

But this is practically in his DNA

because his father also was a

basketball star. Sonny Parker

played professional basketball

for the Golden State Warriors in

the late 1970s and early 1980s.

Parker is entering his senior sea-

son now and already has numer-

ous college letters coming his

way. But he plans not to commit

to any colleges until the end of

this year so he can focus on his

team and winning another state

championship.

   Simeon Career Academy has a

rich history and it has won nu-

merous state championships for

men’s basketball. With Jabari

Parker at the helm, the school has

one back to back state champi-

onships and are favored to do

so again this year. Parker has

been named USA Basketball’s

Player of the Year before and has

been the freshman, sophomore,

and junior of the year as well.

But with such a talented player

running the show in Chicago,

Simeon Career Academy will no

doubt in my mind win their third

straight state championship this

year.

   Parker has narrowed his list of

college choices down to BYU,

Florida, Duke, Michigan State,

and Stanford Universities enter-

ing his final year. Each school

has already offered him a schol-

arship because of his extraordi-

nary talent and his smarts. Each

scholarship was a full ride as well

which is showing how much

each university is committed to

Parker and wants him to run the

show for their schools. But en-

tering his senior year nothing is

more important to him at this

moment than winning another

state championship and gradu-

ating from high school. With his

smarts and talent he will no doubt

achieve his aspirations and

eventually one day become the

next star in the NBA. Ultimately

we can argue now that after this

year Jabari Parker will go down

as one of the greatest high

school basketball players of all

time.

High school phenom ready for NBA
Jabari Parker already top recruit

The Zack AttackThe Zack AttackThe Zack AttackThe Zack AttackThe Zack Attack

B y :B y :B y :B y :B y :
ZackZackZackZackZack

C o l d i r o nC o l d i r o nC o l d i r o nC o l d i r o nC o l d i r o n

The Messenger:   November 2012              28



 Curly’s CornerCurly’s CornerCurly’s CornerCurly’s CornerCurly’s Corner

By:
Chandler
Cochran   This past baseball season we

saw a heartbreaking loss when

the San Francisco Giants upset

our Cincinnati Reds during the

national league division series.

Yeah, it was terrible but some-

thing great came out of this: the

“howling” phase at the ballpark

is finally over... until next season,

that is. If you haven't watched

or attended a Reds game within

the final part of the season, you

probably don't know what I'm

talking about. But if you have,

you know all too well about the

infamous “howling” that people

started doing.

   I attended a game at Great

American Ballpark very late in the

season when “howling” was big

and it got so annoying so fast.

It’s obnoxious and disturbing.

Once one person howls like a

dog, it seems like everyone else

in the ballpark does the same

thing. I have no idea why. If

someone says, “Oh, it makes the

game less boring,” they

shouldn't be there anyway.

   I’ll admit I did laugh at it the

first couple of times it happened,

but after three straight innings

of nothing but howling, it gets

really old. I don’t get how it got

started, or why people do it. It’s

a pointless act that has less im-

portance than planking. I hon-

estly don't get it. Why would

anyone make such a distur-

bance, especially at a baseball

game?

   I can sort of understand if it

was little kids doing this, but no,

it’s usually grown men sponta-

neously bursting out in a howl

at the moon.

   The conclusion of baseball

season means that football is

well underway, and so far this

season, I haven't heard howling

yet, and I'm really happy, because

if it follows into the basketball

season, we will be looking at one

long winter.

   I also don't see why it only hap-

pens at professional sporting

events. You would think that

punk high school kids would try

to do the same thing at football

or soccer games, but so far that

just hasn’t happened.

   It irritates me so much because

it has nothing to do with the

game or the people in it. I get

that our society is changing and

baseball isn’t played the same

as it was back in the day but I

hope “howling” doesn’t become

the new normal. I mean, seriously

Howling newest trend at sporting events
Funny at first, then gets old fast

guys, I’m sure I'm not the only

one sick of this but I bet there

are more people for it than

against it, and that is not helping

the cause.

   So please ,stick to the

vuvuzelas and the cheering and

laughing like normal people at

normal sporting events, and

please stop the madness. There

is no reason to ruin a sporting

event especially baseball which

is supposed to be “America's

pastime”. If you just have to

“howl” then stay home and howl

at the TV while watching a game,

not at the stadium.

   The Cincinnati Reds finished

one of the greater seasons in the

history of their existence last

month, but didn't finish it the way

they had planned it. They had

the best record in all of the Ma-

jor Leagues for the majority of

the second half of the season

and were up 11 games of the

hated Cardinals to finish in first

place for the division, with the

second best record in all of base-

ball. Even in the NLDS against

the Giants, the Reds were up in

the series 2-0. Everyone thought

the Reds were a shoe-in to make

it to the World Series. Nobody

could have predicted what was

about to happen.

   The Reds appeared to have

had it made, MVP Joey Votto was

back, Ludwick and Frazier were

hitting their stride, and Bailey

was fresh off a no-hitter. Every-

thing looked to be perfect to

make a flawless run to the World

Series. They were better than any

other team out there in my opin-

ion, and I was even beginning to

think they were unbeatable after

that 23 game win streak.

   This all changed in game three

of the National League Division

Series. The Giants ended up mak-

ing a miraculous comeback, beat-

ing the Reds in three straight

games to move on to the NLCS

and eventually the World Series.

   The first two games went very

well for the Reds. They were

outplaying the Giants left and

right and at this point almost

everyone thought they would

sweep the Giants, including me.

I even stopped watching at this

point because I thought it was

all over and we would easily

move onto the next series. Boy

was I wrong.

   Game 3 came along and Red’s

fans were ballistic, but this did

not affect Giants Pitcher Ryan

Vogelsong, as he went 5 inning

allowing only 3 hits and 1 run,

against our beloved Redlegs.

Some bad decisions, a couple

errors, and some well played

baseball by the Giants led to the

2-1 win for the Giants. In my

opinion this is where the Reds

really blew it, they could have

easily finished off the Giants in

this game, but let them crawl their

way back. This game really di-

minished the Red’s confidence

as they were flat out crushed in

the next game.

   Game 4 was just a flat out di-

saster for the Reds. The Giants

outplayed them in almost every

single way possible. Lincecum

out pitched Leake, and the Reds

just couldn’t string anything to-

gether. This led to the second

straight loss for the Reds, tying

the series at 2-2.

    The finale of the series came

down to Game 5. Unfortunately

it proved to be disappointing to

the Reds, the final score ended

up being 6-4. San Fran’ Catcher,

Buster Posey proved to be the

killing blow to the Reds, deliver-

ing for the Giants by hitting a

grand slam early in the game.

This would be the one pitch that

ended the Red’s season in utter

disappointment. Reds fans

couldn't believe that they

could've given up such a domi-

nant lead to let the underdog Gi-

ants come back and win the se-

ries. In the end it isn't all that bad

though, as the Giants ended up

making it to the World Series, and

sweeping the Detroit Tigers to

become World Champions for the

second time in the last three

years.

   The Reds should have never

let the Giants come back. They

were a much better team than the

Giants in my opinion. Better

pitching, better defense, and I

think even a more powerful lineup

as far as hitting for power goes.

The Reds just flat out blew it.

A+ Material
   By:

   Caleb
   Branson

What happened to the Cincinnati Reds?
NL Central champs suffer post-season choke
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By Josie Buckingham

 By Chandler Cochran

   When fall and Halloween roll

around each year, you see more

and more scary movies coming

out in theaters. As tradition,

these movies are always de-

signed to just plain scare and

frighten the viewers. Most of

them want the viewers to leave

in fear of even walking outside.

The movie Sinister is one of

those movies.

   As the movie begins, you see

a normal family moving into a

new town. Main character

Ellison Oswald, played by Ethan

Hawke, is a crime writer who is

searching for money and fame.

He is desperate to write another

big hit like the one he had writ-

ten many years earlier. Although

the rest of the family doesn’t

know it, Oswald moved them into

the home where a family was

previously hung on the tree in

the backyard.

   The youngest daughter of the

family that was hung is missing,

and Oswald is determined to find

out the whereabouts of the girl

and the family’s killer. As he gets

deeper into the mystery, odd

things begin to happen to him

inside the house. He soon finds

that this murder is linked to sev-

eral other family massacres from

the past.

   When he first decided to put

his family in the situation, he had

no idea that they would become

another part of the mystery that

had been going on for quite some

time. At the end of the movie, he

realizes it.

   The acting was also well cho-

sen. The actors and actresses

were for the most part good fits

for the characters that they were

each playing. They were all sort

of new to the big picture movie

scene, so it was good to see new

faces in the movie rather than the

same big shots that I always see.

   The setting also added to the

scary effect of the whole movie.

It’s set in a small town, and a lot

of the time it’s dark and rainy. I

noticed that in this movie, like in

others, the scary parts mainly

happened during the night. This

is for obvious reasons, of

course.

   Sinister actually does have a

very well written plot line. Noth-

ing was really given away at any

point in the movie, and I was

scared most of the time, which is

the main point of a horror story.

It was different from other hor-

ror stories, too. There were many

creepy, odd, weird things

throughout the movie that also

added to the scare affect. Over-

all, I would say that Sinister is

one of the top horror movies this

season.

 ESPN has many great shows

and segments on air involving

stories of people in the sports

world. But no other show is more

in depth than ESPN’s series

Thirty for Thirty that takes film-

makers deep into stories about

sports figures and revealing the

truth to viewers. This series has

been on for a while, is now one

of the most popular shows on

ESPN, and is by far my favorite.

If you haven’t already seen the

show, I suggest that you watch

it.

   The show airs weekly on Tues-

day nights and each week high-

lights a new story about an ath-

lete or team and is produced by

a totally different person each

time. Throughout the show,

viewers get an in-depth look at

the inside story of an athlete or

team.

   Take for instance, one of the

newest, and most talked about

Thirty for Thirty episodes in the

history of the show. Benji, the

story of Simeon High School star

basketball player Benjamin Wil-

son who was senselessly mur-

dered while walking down the

street, gave viewers a whole new

look at the real side of the story.

The show actually interviewed

the murderer and got the whole

story, right from the source. This

is just an example of one of the

stories that takes place on Tues-

day nights.

   Most of the stories are not up-

lifting nor do they have a happy

ending, but they take you into

the story like you were there the

night it happened. The inter-

viewed subjects tell the side of

their story, unless they are dead,

then its the job of friends, family

and teammates to tell the full side

of the story, just like in Benji.

   This is one of the greatest se-

ries of shows on TV. Yes, most

of the stories show a sad side of

what happened, but viewers get

so much information out of it

that way. The show expands

minds and knowledge, and in-

forms viewers about issues that

have affected the sports world

at one time or another; moments

in history, plays that have once

stopped the world on a dime, and

the greatest comebacks in sports

history. People and events are

showcased and will never be for-

gotten; they will always have a

spot on ESPN because of Thirty

for Thirty. The series is more of a

treasure than just a bunch of

shows for people like me who are

highly interested in sports his-

tory. Even if you are only a little

interested in sports, or not even

at all, you still most likely will find

some of the episodes interest-

ing.

   The thing that got me hooked

on Thirty for Thirty was how it

is advertised. Just like any other

commercial for a TV show, parts

of the episodes are revealed as

commentary is played over it. But

at the end of the Thirty for Thirty

commercial it always ends the

same with: “What if I told you...”

Then the rest of the sentence

pertains to the content of the

story. This statement is also how

they start every episode.  “What

if I told you that your talent is

limitless, but your time is not,”

was the opening line of Benji,

and is by far the best episode in

the Thirty for Thirty series since

it first aired.

ESPN Thirty for Thirty:  next great show on the air
Compelling stories featured every Tuesday

Columnist rates creepy Sinister  a must see
Viewers on the edge of seats when watching this thriller
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By Christin Gray

By Caleb Branson

    Do you live for country mu-

sic? The hunkiest man in coun-

try music has come out with his

brand new album Night Train,

featuring 14 songs by himself

and the song The Only Way I

Know How featuring Eric Church

and Luke Bryan.

  Released on October 16th, Ja-

son Aldean’s album was an over-

night success. All the overly-

obsessed, crazed fans stayed up

all night waiting for the new re-

lease. With seven million records

sold there was no doubt this re-

lease wouldn’t drive people

crazy.

  Selling out arenas and making

a name for himself, Aldean has

many people falling in love with

his music. This record by far has

been Aldean’s best yet, with

some of the best work he has

done.

  All of Aldean’s other albums hit

the charts high, Dirt Road An-

them was a top selling country

album in 2011 and made it to the

top 50 across the charts.

   With success running high,

Aldean won his first ever Coun-

try Music Association awards

with My Kinda Party, and won

the song of the year award.

   Breaking almost 40 venue at-

tendees, Aldean sold out every

single show last year, some

within minutes of when tickets

went on sale.

   Aldean’s new album has a mix-

ture of emotions running; some

of the songs are upbeat and oth-

ers are more sad, but all of the

songs are based on love. The

song, When She Says Baby, is a

fun and exciting song. It’s really

catchy and something that would

get stuck in your head for days.

   Every song on the album Night

Train has some sentimental im-

portance to the lyrics, and lis-

tening the words and the inten-

sity of the beat, it’s clear what

the message is the writer is try-

ing to send to the people listen-

ing.

   I would recommend anyone

who loves country music, and

loves Jason Aldean to take a look

at it. The songs are relatable to

  If you like good food, I mean

really like good food . . . then

you definitely need to go to the

Fuji Steakhouse located down

the street from the new Jungle

Jims in East Gate, at 4389 East

Gate Square Dr Cincinnati, OH

45245. Fuji Steakhouse is a hiba-

chi grill serving many types Japa-

nese style foods, but also some

of the best steak, chicken, and

shrimp around in my opinion.

Fuji Steakhouse is also known

 Want really good food? Definitely go to Fuji Steakhouse
 Restaurant offers Japanese style cuisine close to home

Country music superstar releases new album
Night Train turns into Jason Aldean’s best record yet

New Richmond Subway
1041 Old US 52

553-0011
Monday-Saturday:

9a.m.-10p.m.
Sunday:  9a.m.-9p.m.

Present this ad for $1 off a foot long
sub or $.50 off a 6” sub

for its very nice, clean restau-

rants and also its Japanese style

interior and exterior of the build-

ing.

   Perhaps my favorite thing

about Fuji Steakhouse, other

than the food, of course, is the

choice between a seat in a booth,

or the hibachi, where they cook

the food right in front of you.

The booths are very nice be-

cause you get the same food as

the hibachi for $10 less, and it

does not take nearly as long. It

is also very nice because the

booths are very private and

quiet, it’s almost like you’re in

your own little cubby hole. The

service there is also very quick,

and your servers are always very

nice.

   The food there is probably

some of the best that I have ever

had in my entire life. For dinner

you can get choices of steak and

chicken, steak and shrimp, and

chicken and shrimp. Every one

of these meals are worth drool-

ing over! I always have trouble

deciding which of the three I

want, because I just want all

three of them on my plate! All

three of these meals are also

served with either white, or

brown rice, and almost a plate

full of vegetables, which are ex-

ceptionally good. The chicken

combinations are a price of

$18.95, and the steak and chicken

is $20.95.

   Before every meal, you are also

given a salad and their signature

soup, which may be the best ap-

petizer to start off dinner that

anyone could ask for! Fuji

Steakhouse is also known for

their wide variety of sushi com-

binations. Prices on the sushi

range from $11.95 to $60.00 if you

order a party tray. The sushi is

well worth the price though, as it

may be some of the best I’ve

ever eaten.

   In the end, if you are looking

for a nice place to take the family

out to eat, Fuji Steakhouse is a

very solid choice. You’ll always

get great service, amazing food,

and you’ll always leave satisfied.

The food proportions they give

are outstanding! Most grown

men don’t even finish their plate

before they end up just having

to give up and leave! I definitely

recommend Fuji Steakhouse if

you're looking for a nice place to

take the kids out to eat for get-

ting good grades on their report

card.

everyone in some way shape or

form. You won't waste your

money especially with the pretty

whites he flashes in the pictures.

    Jason Aldean has hit an all

time high in his career and is ex-

pected to hit it even bigger this

summer when he goes back on

tour. So all of you crazy fans that

weren’t able to go last year to

his concert don’t fret, you can

get another chance this year.

   Odds are his tickets will prob-

ably sell just as fast, so be pre-

pared and keep checking for the

tour dates because this album on

tour will be a sight to see!
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   Whenever Hollywood does a

movie version of a book, there is

usually both a collective cheer

and a collective scream of anger.

On the one hand, there’s always

excitement because now people

will be able to enjoy a novel they

like in a whole new way. On the

other hand, people know that

Hollywood is going to butcher

the once respected work. How-

ever, something different hap-

pens when the author of this

book also is the director. This

was the case in The Perks of Be-

ing a Wallflower and things

seemed to work out.

   Written and directed by

Stephen Chobsky and starring

Logan Lerman, Ezra Miller, and

Emma Watson, Perks was an

awesome mix of awkward, raw

character, and real emotion. The

movie was a great transition from

the movie, while obviously not

being able to retain the same

amount of detail, it still was able

to keep the feeling and things

that made the story what it was.

It was one of the first movies that

didn’t ruin the book.

   The only issue I have with the

movie is with an actress I love,

but who had a real flaw, Emma

Watson. She was great in the

movie, don’t get me wrong, but

she was playing an American

character, and therefore tried to

speak with an American accent...

and you can very clearly still tell

that she isn’t American. The en-

tire movie, she just spoke with a

weird mashed accent that was a

combination of British and

American.

   One of the reasons this movie

was able to be just as great as

the book was the same feelings

it made the viewer feel. Just like

the book, the movie led you

through feelings of isolation, bit-

terness, loathing, awkwardness,

pity, happiness, all of it. The ac-

tors portrayed the emotions of

the characters perfectly.

   Another thing that was so great

about the movie were the events

chosen to be in it. So many times

you leave a movie thinking,

“Well that’s not how it happened

in the book,” but there really

wasn’t any of that in this one.

The events that took place in the

movie almost all happened in the

book, with the exception of the

final scenes. However, I feel like

they were necessary to get some

things you could infer from the

book but not really the movie.

   Overall, I don’t think I really

could have asked for a better in-

terpretation of a great book. The

movie was able to keep the same

kind of feeling the book had and

it kept the same kind of demeanor

about it. The acting was great,

the directing was great, and of

course the writing was great. I

would recommend this movie to

anyone as its relatable yet dra-

matic nature is something any-

one can get something from.

Perks of Being a Wallflower
Could not have asked for a better movie
By: Luke Gilday
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 We all have a fun, entertaining

TV show that we enjoy, right?

One we look forward to all week

for its next episode premier? The

new hit TV series Here Comes

Honey Boo Boo will have you

alternating  between cooing at

6-year-old pageant queen Honey,

gawking at her self-described

"redneck" family and pet pig,

laughing so hard you cry, and

feeling deep shame for not turn-

ing it off.

  This series is about American

redneckognized pint-sized Alana

Thompson and her crazy, dys-

functional family, Alana,  became

a familiar face from Toddlers &

Tiaras face after a 2012 episode

showed her drinking go-go juice

before a competition, consisted

of a combination of Mountain

Dew and Red Bull. Alana, nick-

named “Honey Boo Boo” along

with her mother, June, dad, Sugar

Bear, and sisters Lauryn, Jessica

and Anna, are shown in this TV

series. This seven year old

beauty pageant queen and her

family have averaged about 2.4

million viewers.

   Whether you find it humorous

or find it rather disgusting, I per-

sonally think the family’s diet for

entertainment is absolutely dis-

turbing and gross. The mother

prepares meals for her family on

a thrifty $80 a week. However,

the meals are mostly junk. She

could definitely buy healthier

food  with  much better nutrition

than spaghetti, ketchup, and

Country Crock. I feel TLC show-

casing this family’s so called “en-

tertainment” based on how and

what they eat has changed many

attitudes, including my own. I

have realized that the growing

number of unhealthy people re-

flects their own ignorance and

lack of dignity. Instead of point-

ing and laughing at obese fami-

lies, we need to be finding ways

to help them, as opposed to en-

couraging their awful habits.

   This TV hit series is definitely

entertaining to some extent. De-

pending on your opinion the

door can swing back and forth

easily between entertainment

and an actual joke. Here Comes

Honey Boo Boo is an entertain-

ing show; the first time I watched

I will admit I was laughing with

them, not at them, but as a new

episode premiered each week I

stopped watching it because the

show became a joke.

   This is a family that does not

have much and still enjoys life,

but this family, just as any other

family, has their flaws. Honey Boo

Boo  fans may find the way crit-

ics are responding to the TV se-

ries abhorrent because this fam-

ily does not live the same way

we do, but really, television has

stooped to making money on this

family’s disgraceful language,

lack of manners, horrible physi-

cal presentation, lack of class,

among other disturbing at-

tributes.

  Have you ever tasted food that

makes you wish you could eat it

every day of your life? Food that

makes each and every bite en-

tirely delicious? Now, if you have

a meal you ate in mind, ask your-

self this; was it from a fast food

restaurant? The only restaurant

that you could answer yes to all

three of those questions is, of

course, Chipotle.

  Chipotle is the only Mexican fast

food restaurant or any fast food

restaurant overall that I honestly

feel I could eat every day for the

rest of my life. I find myself beg-

ging for my mom or dad to drive

me to Chipotle every time I rec-

ognize that I am in within a few

miles of the restaurant. Every

single bite of each wonderful

burrito can be compared very

closely to what we believe

heaven on Earth would be.

  The only possible downside to

eating Chipotle would be certain

health and nutrition facts, be-

cause this food turns out to be

pretty fattening. Overall, I do

believe a Chipotle burrito would

definitely be worth running a few

extra miles to work off those calo-

ries or doing a few extra chores

and household tasks to earn an

allowance to buy a delicious

burrito.

  Chipotle is a very convenient

fast food restaurant. Customers

stop in, wait in a small line of

about four or five orders on an

average day basis, tell workers

what they want on their burrito,

taco, burrito bowl, or whatever

kind of delicious snack they are

planning on eating, then  simply

pay, and walk away with their

little slice of heaven. That entire

process, if not too crowded, will

take probably ten to fifteen min-

utes at most.  I consider that to

be a pretty easy process to be

able to obtain such a tasty meal.

In most restaurants, you will find

a table and wait a couple min-

utes to be waited on. Servers

come back with  drinks, then ask

what you would like to eat; after

what is usually a confusing pro-

cess to get through to the waiter

exactly what you want to eat, he

or she will leave and come back

almost 20 minutes later on an av-

erage basis with your food. Not

to mention, that if the food was

Honey Boo Boo  a disgrace to the family
Occasionally ntertaining show has major flaws
By: Ashley Gray

A piece of heaven in a convenient way

good, it will be lighten your wal-

let quite a bit, whereas for a deli-

cious Chipotle burrito and drink

is only about seven dollars.

  Next time you are out search-

ing for a good place to stop in

and get a quick snack, meal, or

even dinner I suggest you try

Chipotle if you never have. Well,

this is of course only if you like

to wait only a few minutes to

grab an amazing, filling meal for

less than ten dollars.

Chipotle serves excellent food with fast service
By:Joe Maxwell
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